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up, but he found that the selection con-
tained unily 100 or 200 acres of good land,
and the rest was third-class land. This
complaint had been brought under his
notice by people in difficulties. After
having gone over the land and gauged
the quelity of it, they had asked the de-
partinent to reclassify it, and these
people had been asked by the depart-
mient to pay a deposit on the cost of the
reclassification ; and then practically
they had to forfeit the land, and run the
risk of getting it back again. That
information had been given to him by
selectors who had personally applied and
sent down their money to the depart-
ment. After the reclassification the
application became practically a new
one. If the department had made an
error in the classification, the reclassifi-
cation paid for by the selector should
gecure the land for him. The Minister
for Lands might give some explanation.

Mr. ANGWIN : In the event of land
being applied for in pastoral areas, how
long would it be before such land was
ready for selection ?

The PREMIER : In a district where
there were pastoral leases, it was neces-
sary before the land could be thrown
open that twelve months’ notice in some
cases be givén to the pastoral lessees
befure a selection could be made or the
land taken up, although preliminary work
could be carried on in the interval, With
regard to the complaint made by the
member for Kanowna, he believed the
practice was in a case where reclassifi-
cation was necessary, that a reclassifi-
cation was made on a fee being deposited
of one or two guineas. In this particular
case a reclassification was not asked for,
because the selector was afraid that if
instructions were issued for a new classi-
fication, in the meantime his original
application would be forfeited.

Member: It was forfeited,and he had to
go before the land board.

The PREMIER : That was in the case
of more than one applicant for the block.
In the case of the member referred to,
apparently the selection was taken up
without the selector seeing the country.
8elections were often taken up from the
rough classification shown on the plan.
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In any case if the member submitted the
name of the individual, the matter would
be inquired into.

Mr. WALKER : The man's name was
Main, and his selection was close to
Swamp Well. On going over the land,
Main had found that he had far more
third-class than first-class eountry ; in
consequence of this he had desired a re-
classification. He was informed by the
department, however, that after the re-
classification he would have to go before
the land board, and might, as a result,
lose his selection. In preference to this,
elthough feeling that an injustice was
being done him, he had decided to
accept the land as it was,

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.32 p.m.
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QUESTION-—RAILWAY COAL SUP-
PLIES, NEWCASTLE.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Railways: Is it his intention to place on
the Table all papers relating to ealling of
tenders and letfing of contract for New-
castle coal?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied :—There is no objection.

QUESTION—MEDICAL, PRINCIPAL
OFFICER.

Mr, COLLIER asked the Premier: 1,
Is it true that the Public Service Com-
missioner has recommended Dr. Hope for
the position of Prineipal Medical Officer,
and that the cause of delay in making the
appointment is due to the Government's
disinelination to adopi the recommenda-
tion owing to that gentleman’s lack of
qualifications and near approach to the
retiving age? 2, In view of the great

_ importance of this office, and the delay
in making an appointment, and to allay
the many rumours as to the real cause
of delay, is it the Premier’s intention fo
lay all the papers relating to this matter
npon the Table?

The PREMIER replied:—1, Dr. Hope
has not been so recommended. 2, The
cowrse set out under the provisions of the
Public Service Act will be followed.

QUESTION—TIMBER TRAMLINE,
LAVERTON-LANCEFIELD.

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Premier: 1,
Why did the Mt. Margaret Roads Board’s
objections to the granting of the permit to
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Firewood
Company to run a tramline from Laverton
railway station yard to Lancefield receive
no consideration? 2, Why was the permit
granted to the company in face of the
strong ohjections by the board? 3, Why
were the board given no opportunity by
the Government to support their objec-
tions before the permit was granted? 4,
Why has acknowledgment or reply to the
hoard’s correspondence on this subject
been continuously delayed? 5, Why were
copies of the board’s letters supplied to
the firewood eompany when all informa-
tion was withheld from the board?

[ASSEMBLY.]

State Baileries.

The PREMIER replied:—1, The
Board’s objections were considered, 2
and 3, Because of the benefit it would be
to the Lancefield Mine (which employed
about 240 men) and the distriet gener-
ally, and in view of the fact that the
board had previously supported a pro-
posal to construct the line. A petition
with some 500 signatures also had heen
presented in support, and it was recom-
mwended by the Timber Tramways Board.
4, There was no intentional delay. An
explanatory letter was written fo the
board on the 21st ultimo, and a copy of
the timber permit has sinee been for-
warded. 5, A copy of the board’s letter
of the 12th September was sent to the
company in order that the latter might
reply to the charges contained therein.
No information® gsked for has been with-
held from the board.

QUESTIONS (3)—STATE BAT-
TERIES.

Tailings at Linden.

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Have any assays of tailings
from stone crushed at the two-hend mill
at Linden heen sent to the prospectors
at Linden, and if not, why not? 2, Does
the Minister for Mines intend to keep
his promise made to the prospectors at
Tinden during his last visit there to ercet
a cyanide plant at the two-head mill%? 3,
If s0, when will a start be made with
same?

The MINISTER ¥FOR DMINES re-
plied:—1, No; because under clanse 12
of the regulations, where no eyanide
plant is erected, the tailings are either
carted away or abandoned. It has, how-
ever, heen arranged to erect a small eyan-
ide plant to {reat the tailings and give the
prospeetors the actual extraction obtained,
less cost of treatment. 2, Answered by
No. 1. 3, Tenders have already heen
called for constrnetion of vats and it is
expected to have the plant working next
month.

Messenger's Patch Plant,
Mr. TROY asked the Minister for

Mines: 1, Has the Minister determined
upoen the elazs of battery to he ercected
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at Messenger's Patch? 2, If so, will the
Minister arrange the immediate erection
of same in order {o seeure to the pros-
peciors a return from the stene awaiting
treatment ?

The MINISTER YOR MINES re-
plied :—At present it is thonght a two-
head mill will suffice, hui further investi-
gations are being made owing to the ve-
presentations made by the hon. member.
In the meantime arrangements are in hand
‘to deiermine the quantity of water avail-
able near the selected site; if this is found
-suflicient the erection of the battery will
he immedintely expedited.

Lennonville Plant Re-¢reclion.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is the Minister aware that the
prospectors and leaseholders at Lennon-
ville are considerably inconvenienced
owing to the destruction of the State
battery? 2, Has the Minister arranged
for the re-erection of same? 3, If not,
why not?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES re-
plied :—1. Yes. 2, An engineer has
‘been sent to put the plant in order. The
«dantze, however, has heen found to be
greater than was at first antieipated. and
this will somewhat delay the renovalion
of the battery. 3, Answered hy No. 2.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
ITION. MOUNT MAGNET-BLACK
RANGE.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Have the Government ac-
cepled a tender for the construction of
the Black Hange Railway? 2; In view
of the lack of engineering difliculties why
was the period provided n the ierms of
the eoniract for the completion of 1he
work exiended over a term of 18 months?
3, In the event of the departinental esti-
mate being less than ithat of the lowest
tender will the Minister carry out the
work departmentally and seeure an early
completion of same?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Because in the opinion
nf the Engineer-in-Chief 1S months is
a reasonable time in whieh to earry ont
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the work. 3, The departmental price
being some £8,000 below the lowest out-
side tender, the work will be ecarried out
departimentally.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
My, Johnson and the Surveyor General.

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford): T desire
by way of personal explanation to reply
te some remarks made by the Premier Iast
night when speaking on the Lands Esti-
mates. T regret I was not here at the
time to put the hon. member vight.
Speaking recently on n matter of a

license and securing land in connection
with  a  ratlway, T referved to a coilu-
sion  taking place between officers of
the Lands Department and those out-
sile.  Those members who were present

will remember that the Leader of the
Opposition  interjected, “You are not
referring tn a patermal relation?’ and
1 =aid, “Decidedly not. T am not referving
to the father” That is nof reported in
Hausard, but members will rememher the
interjection, and wmy definite veply. I
liad no intenfion of easting any veflection
ot or associating the Surveyor (leneral
with the matter in any way. There is no
one in the service for whom I have more
respect. T was referring to another re-
lative apart altogether from the Surveyor
General. Hawsard had  evidently not
heard the interjection. As the Premier
stated, it shows that T veferrved (o the son
of the Surveyor General, and conseyuently
it appears that T cast a veflection on the
Surveyor General: but it must be incor-
vectly reported, because of the inferjee-
tion of the Leader of the Opposition and
my definite reply. It is very seldom I vead
Hansard; 1 never corvect my speeches,
and T never thounght of reading this speech
unii! {hs morning when T read the Pre-
mier’s remarks. 1 then vead Hansard,
and found that there was a reference io
the son, and consequently this connecied
the Surveyor General. That was not my
infention in any way.

The Premier: I am glad that the hon.
member felt that if he found he was in-
vorreet he should make a correction.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES—19058-9,
In Comniittee of Supply.
Resumed from the previous day, Mr,
Daglish in the Chair.

Lands Department (Hon, N. J. Moore,
Minigter).

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £105,167:

Lands, Salaries, £28,008.

Ttem, Clerks, Land Seleciion Branch,
£5,863.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: There were somne
malters to which attention had been ealled
by him on several oceasions, but so far
there had been no reply from the Minister
controfling this department.  The first
was in regard to a matter of land selee-
fion at Nullngine. This was referred fo
on the Address-in-Reply, and again last
night, vet the Premier had seen fit to
treat the matter with contempt.

The PREMIER : It was understood the
hon. member was going to speak last night
when progress was reported, otherwise he
{the Premier) had intended to make a few
remarks in regard to the matter the hon.
member had mentionéd.

Mr. Undericood: There was no desive to
speak again if the Premier was prepared
to veply. '

The PREMIER: As to the condifional
purchase ease the land was forfeited for
non-payment. The applicant paid a de-
posit and was: afterwards refunded the
amount and the applicaiion cancelled be-
cause the holder paid up the rent owing.
Where it was found thai land had not
been actually forfeited, and at the last
monent payment was made by the holder,
the Minister in his diseretion might hold
over the forfeiture, aud this was done in
the case in question. With regard to the
Nullagine case, the lease was forfeited
owing o nop-payment of rent for the frst
half of 1907. Messrs. Haynes and Com-
pany of Nullagine applied in July, 1907,
and were sent the forms of application,
with a request that there should be eertain
particulars provided. This was returned
in Jaouary, 1908. The applieation would
have been approved, bui that in October,
1907, Broadhurst and Crofton applied for
reinstatement and asked that leniency
should be extended to them. It was de-
eided fo zive the old lessees the henefit of
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tlie doubl, but in order to be fair to hotl
parties it was deeided that the matie
should be left for settlement to the lam
board appointed to decide in ecase o
simmlianeous  applications.  This boar
also seltled dispules between applicants
The lease was therefore withdrawn from
seleetion  and  thrown open  again it
February on a Gazetfe notice, so tha
applieations eould be eonsidered simul

taneougly, and the lease was grante
to  Broadhurst and  Crofton. Tl
member  for  Pilbara in  referring
to (he atter said it was ridieulow

that & man shonld be told by lelter tha
he could appear in person in support o
his application considering that it woul
mean an expenditure to him of something
hike £30 in ocder to travel to TPerth anc
back. The member overlonked the fac
that these words appeared in the letter
“Or you may arcange for vour agent &
de %0 on yeur behalf”

Mr. Underwood: That was not over
looked.

The PREMIER: The member did no
refer to the fact that the applicant could
be represented by an agent when the case
wag Dbeing heard. The board which de
cided the case consisled of officers of the
department, with one exception, and they
dealt with disputed applications of thi
kind. The matter was left entirely in the
hands of the board who recommended whe
should zet the land.

Mr. Underwood: You said that the ap
plication was not forwarded.

The PREMIER : The letter referred tc
alsu said, “In any case the enclosed form
shauld be completed and returned for con
sideration ly the hoard.” That was nol
done.

Mr, Underwood: Yes it was.

The PREMIER: The report suppliec
to hin: stated that the form had not beer
completed. He bad pot gone into the
guestion personally for it was impossible
for him to go inte every file and every ap-
plication referred to by members. He
had veceived a report on the guestion from
the officers of the department. Then
there was tbe case of the land granted tc
Munyard. The hon. member said that g
eertain man had applied for that par
ticular block but could mot get if, never-
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theless a few weeks afterwards Muavard,
a storekeeper, applied for it and got i
He added that the land must have heen
vacant when the first applieation was put

in. The land was forfeited for
nun-payment of renr  for the second
half of 1907, Munyard  applied
for it on  the 1%h  January, and

if the other man applied for it a few
weeks previously, as stated, he could not
wet it as the land was not gazetied as for-
feited at that time. The Gazelte notice
did not appear till the 5th January. For-
feited land was unot thrown open until it
had been gazetted. That was the infor-
mation he had been supplied with in econ-
neetion with the case. Ile had nof been
able te po persomally into the file,

Hon. F. I, Piesse: In such cases the
apphications would be deall with simul-
taneously.

The PREMTER: If a man applied a
month previously, it did not follow that
he would take precedence, In the case in
guestion the applications were coneidered
simulianeously by the laml board, who
decided that Munyard should wet  the
block.  Then there was the ease referved
to by the mewbers for Pilbara and Cue,
as to Clarkson’s application. Thai man
claimed to be the firet applicani for a pas-
toral lease.  Ar. Burges also ealled at the
uffice tor the purpuse of appiving for the
lease. but he only applied for 5,000
acres  locked up near Lake Austin.
The minimum, however, was 20.000
acres, and therefore he did noi lodge
a  formal application. Mr.  Clark-
son applied on the 21si August for
14,000 acres after Mr. Burges had made
bis inquiries, and his application was ae-
cepled, though it was for a quaniity of
land less than the minimum. As. how-
ever, Mr. Burges had noi put in a formal
applieation, and the oflicial had neglected
1o tell him he showld apply. it was con-
sidered only fair to withdraw the land
from selection and throw it open again in
order to give Mr. Burges a chance. This
was done and then six applications were
received, and anoiher man aliogether. Mr.
Pearse, was allotted the land by the
hoard.

Mr. Underwood: What about the ap-
plication of the 14th October?
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The PREMIER: The file had been
sent for and he would be able fo give
further details on receiving it. The mem-
ber said that Mr. Clarkson’s agent had
staled the land had never been withdrawn.
Land could be withdrawn by the Mimster,
and in the ease in question it was with-
drawn and thrown open again by Gazetle
notice, Neither Mr. Burges nor Mr.
Clarkson  received the land. Evidence
was not to hand just then as to the reasons
which actuaied the board in deeiding io
give the land to Mr. Pearse, but anyhow
that was a natter entirely within their
discretion, )

Mr. BATH: Wil regard to Mun-
vard’s case, the original applieation was
made at the Northan office for a block
then marked “vacant” and the applicant
was lold by the land ageni it was no use
applying for the bloek.  Afterwards,
however, Munyard applied for and was
cranted the lease, The position therefore
was that one man was informed it was no
use applying for the bleck and after-
wards another applicant eame in and
secured it.  As to Clarkson’s application,
the Premier evidently bad not the in-
formation thai Clarkson had amended his
applieation g0 that it sheuld be for 20,000
aeres. whieh was the mimimum.  He con-
furined entirely with the provisions of the
Land Act. while the other applicant ap-
plied for less than the minimum.  Clark-
sout wag therefore entitled to the lease. The
land was gazetted az open from the 1st
Decemhber. and all applications received
previously to that date were to be treated
as simultaneous. Six applications were
subsequently received and rhe land given
to anofher man altogether who had not
previously applied for it. Clarkson was
certainly treated unfairly.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: The explanafion
by the Premier satisfied him more than
ever ihat a thorough ingniry should he
made inio the management of the Lands
Department.  The nformaiion the Pre-
mier had supplied was not sabisfactory,
Hansard showed clearly the facts of the
Nullagine ease, and when dealing with that
question previously he had read all the
correspondence relating to it. It appeared
to him thai the Lands Department in
Perth eould make excuses. The informa-
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tion which had been supplied to the
Ministerr convinced him that a searching
inquiry was absolutely necessary into the
management and working of the depart-
ment.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: There was o
more important hranch of the Lands De-
partient than that in question. Upon fhe
efficiency of the officers so much de-
pendled, and although he had heard
numerous eomplaing= in regard fo the
working of the department, and more
especially in ¢comnection with this seetion
of it, and having hstened to the remarks
made by members, he was swrprised
that there were not more complaints,
If one whoe had  any knowledge
of the work of the departinent could only
give his experience, it would be found
that the numerous applieations made and
the adjustments which tollowed on ae-
count nf the mperfeet way in which the
applications were sent in, enlailed a great
deal more work than members had any
idea of. In eonsequence of this he thought
that the work of the depariment genersally
had been a great sueeess, The head of the
department was one of the most energetic
men we had in the serviee; he was an
exceptional man and did his work exceed-
ingly well, and was backed up by a set
of very desirable officers. Could any
members find any department which was
perfect? The vemarks of members, he
imagined, were made with the object of
removing the objections which had been
mentioned and trying to make things as
perfect as possible. It was not well fo
universally condemn the whole depart-
ment. There were excepiions in every
department, and there were men who
were perhaps a drag, and he be-
lieved that if they did exist they should
be removed. There should, however, he
some encouragement given to those who
had worked hard and had done their best
in connection with their duties in the de-
pariment, which entailed an enormous
amount of work, With applications pour-
ing in such as had been experienced, and
with the shortage of staff, one c¢ould not
but think that the work on the whole bad
heen well done. He was in touch with
a good many people who had io deal
with the Lands Department, and altheugh
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there were times when there were delays,
on the whole, =atizfaetion had been given..
The comments whieh members had made
would, no doubt, do good in regard to
some of the officers.

Mr. Collier: Was the hon. member in
order in waking a general speech with
regard to the administration of the Lands
Department while dealing with the item¥

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was nol in order in making a speech on’
the general question. He should confine
his remarks o the iten.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE was econfining
himself o the question of land selection
to which the item referred.

The CHAIRMAN: The question of
land selection generally should he dis-
cussed in eomneetion with the general
administration of the deparfment.

Hon. ¥. I PIESSE could only add
add that this branch was one of the most
important of the Lands Department, and
the Committee should endeavour to en-
courage those officers who did their best
in difficult eircumstances.

Mr. HEITMANN: It seemed to him
that the Premicr’s explanation in connee-
tionn with both cases that had been re-
ferred to diselosed an extraordinary state
of affairs. Tt appeared that a person
with influence could bold land, as dis-
closed in one of these cases, and afier
the non-payment of rent, perhaps for a
year or more, the land was forfeited, and
it seemed that it was left to the discretion
of the department to reinstate the former
holder. With regard to the case.in the
North, mentioned by the member for Pil-
bara, it seemed exiraordinary that after
reinstating the first holder the department
should see fit to throw the land open for
seleetion, merely giving the second appli-
cant the trouble of making his application
and going to a certain amount of expense,
knowing that it wownld go against him. In
connection with the other case, it meant
that a man, after being disappointed, or
finding that someone else had taken the
block of land that he had his eye upon,
gave the excuse that ome of the clerks at
the counter had misinformed him. The
clerk denied that he gave Mr. Burges
wrong information, and it would really
be of benefit to the country if the Premner
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would inquire into the real {faecis of the
case. It seemed extraordinary that Mr.
Clarkson. finding this bit of land vacant
and desiriny to take it up, and making
an application which was perfectly in
order. that svmeone not knowing of that
piece of land should come along and get
it. 1f that was the policy (o be adopted in
the future by the Lands Department some
amendment of the Act should be hrought
forward to take away some of ihe powers
of diseretion from the offieers of ihe de-
partuent.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was his desire to
emphasize the point that had been raised
i connection. with the case of the appli-
cant who wished to take up a piece of
land marked “vacani’ on the map. and in
which case the Government agent told
hiin it was no use preferring an applica-
tion for it. The agent was there to advise
intending  applieants  honestly  and
straightforwardly.  TE it were true that
some weeks atterwards some other in-
dividual made an applieation for that
same block and got it, it was time that
the Minister investigated the ease. A
specifie charge had been wmade against the
Governmeni officer who was land agent,
and to =say the least of ii savoured of
something that the House should mot
admit of. If it werc true that the land
agent told the applicant that it was no
wse applying for that land which was
marked “vacant.” and a tew weeks later
someone else applied and secured it, the
officer should certainly be removed.

My, JOHNSON: The instances that
had been given with regard to the land
selection brancl, plus others that had
heen referred to in the general diseussion,
oniy went io show the ahsolute necessity
for a zenerval inquiry into the administra-
tton of the Lands Department. He would
emphasize how difffienlt it was for mew-
bers to criticise & department of that de-
seription.  Members went through the
country and met different people who
eomplained of the action, or the want of
action. on the part of the land selection
branch. In that way members only got
one side of the question; it seemed, how-
ever, utterly impossible for them to get
the other side. TIn the general discussion
he referred to an instance where partners
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had received move land ihan they ware
entitled {o veceive under the Land Aet.
The Premier replied that he knew of only
one instance, and in that instance the
land had {o be returned, but that was not
the case that he {Mr. Jolmson) had re-
ferred to. He had referved to the case
of a man who was still holding land, and
holding it in excess of the land to which
le was entitled under the Act. There
were other instances also. He had heard
that there was a gentleman by the nane
af Piesse who held land in excess of that
to which he was entitled.

Heon. F. H. Piesse: Duoes ihe hon. mem-
ber refer to Jand taken up since the pas-
sing of the new Aet? The land was held
before the new Act was passed, and is not
land within the meaning of the Act passed
two years ago. _

Mr. JOHNSON: The information sup-
plied to him was definite and distinet, but
he had heard only one side of the case,
and he wanted the Premier to earry on his
investigations of the department more
elosely that he had been doing. The in-
formation supplied to him was that this
gentleman, by the name of Piesse, not the
member for Katanning—-he wished to
make this statement so that an inquiry
mighi set it right or wrong—that this
gentleman had obtained land in excess of
that which he was entitled to hold under
the Aet. Two illustrations had heen
given, and the Premier had hrought up
another which made three. Tf other mem-
bers wonld only sef their minds to the fask
they eould bring forward other instances
which had come wunder notice of
people holding land in excess of that to
which they were entitled. These cases in
themselves were sofficient to justify mem-
bers asking for a general inquiry inte
the administration of the whole of the de-
partment. We had an illustrafion alreadv
referred to. of a gentleman named John-
son obtaining land at the hLead of the
Wickepin railway. This, he again as-
serted, was an absolute scandal. hecause at
the head of that line the Government were
surveving an area for a townsite.

Mr. Hophins: They did fthe same at
Darkan.

Mr. JOENSON: That showed that the
administration of the department was lax,
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The Premier: The land was there and
was held by Kent.

My. JOHNSON : It was held under con-
ditional purchase by Kent, and an appli-
cation was wmade to the Lands Depart-
ment for a transfer of five acres of free-
hold {rom Kent to Johnson. He wonld
like the assuranece of the Premier that such
a course was legal: the land was held
under condifional purchase.

Mr, Hopking: If the period had
elapsed, certainly.
Mr. JOHNSON: Sfill it was condi-

tional purchase.

Mr. Hoplins: Only for five years.

Mr. JOHNSON: Not heing an expert
oun famnd matters he wanted to be puf right.
The point was that whether it was legal
or illegal. the Lands Department officers
shoulld have protected the State.

Mr. Hopkins: 1t seemed to him the
railway engineers should have profected
us. Why pui the railway station against
the man’s land?

My. JOIINSON: The railway station
had heen put on the reserve.

The Premier: The station was pui on
ihe reserve. bui this man's land was ad-
Joining.

Atr. Hopkins: Instead of puiiing it in
the middle of the reserve they pwt it on
the edee?

My, JOHNSON: Tt had been owing fo
the peeuliar form of the reserve that the
line was taken to one side of it. It was
not a square reserve; it was of an angn-
Iax shape, which made it diffieult to cut
np lo blocks. The line had been taken
to the reserve with the view of creating
a townstte. Then a brother of the lands
officer m that loeality—the very man one
would have ihought wounld protect Ihe
State—had come along and secuved five
aeres on the other side of the line, ob-
tained a lieence, and built a hotel with
the view of ecreating a fownsite in com-
petition to that-set apart by the Govern-
ment.  Surely the lands officers were paid
to protect the State. The inecident justi-
fied him (Mr. Johnson) in declaring that
the ndminstration of the department was
very lax indeed and was calling alond for
an inquiry. They bad had several illus-
irations of this; the Premier himself had
bronght out one.  Clearly the methods
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of the Lands Departwent were nol in the
best interests of the State. Tt was to be
hoped the Minister for Lands would in-
stitute the necessary inquiry.

The Premier: You must remember that
the department deals with 45,000 clients.

My, JOHNSON ngreed with the sugges-
tion of the magnitude of the department.
Still this only went to emphasise the neces-
sity for a siricter soupervision. Closer
administration was required, and in order
to secure that, it wonld be necessary to
remove the present head of the depart-
ment, who was not capable of coping with
it. A stronger and more vigorous man
should be put at the head of the depart-
ment with the view to ifs thorough re-
organisation. His (Mr. Johnson’s) re-
marks were emphasised by the Public
Service Commissioner in all his reporis.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. memher
must not make a general speech.

Mr. JOHNBSON: It was desirable to
remind hon. members that in eonneciion
with the land selection branch the PPublic
Service Commissioner had referred ex-
pressly fo it, and bad commended M.
Withers upon the introduction of a uew
system of dealing with applications. -The
Premier had declared that the credit was
not dve to Mr. Withers, but to ancther.
He (Mr. Johnson) understood that there
was now a third party elaiming this
credit—Mr. Morris.

The Premier: The Public Service Com-
misstoner said the innovation was made
during the absence of Mr. Morris.

Mr, JOHNSON: 1t was unnderstood
front the man In the street that Mr,
Morriz explamed that he had hinted at
the possibility of bringing in the new
system; and that as soon as he was out of
the way the chief clerk, with the view to
making a name for himself, had asked
My, Withers to earry the innovation into
effect. However, it seemed that the chief
clerk, Mr. Withers, and Mr. Morris each
claimed the eredit for the innovation. The
point was this: the new syslem was ex-
ceedingly simple and yet of considerable
value in facilitating  business, nolwilh-
standing which it had taken years to dis-
cover. If it was so simple and of such
importance and had iaken so long to dis-
rover did it not go to show that Mr, Chf-
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ton. the Under Secretary, was not capable
of properly fulfilling the duties aktached
to his post?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. mewber
must not make a general speech.

AMr. HOPKINS: It appeared to him—
and he could claim the giving of some
consideration to the question—that the
only possible zettlement of these ditticul-
ties in conneciion with the Lauds Depart-
ment wonld eome  with  decentralisation,
He wonld be glad it during the debate he
conld have suwe assurance from the Pre-
mier that in spite of the upposition of the
Public Service Commissioner the yuestion
of decenivalisation would be persevered
with. Fe was eonvinced that without it
thex would get no satisfaction. Then, as
to ihe placing of railway stations, one
would think that the agricultural railways
were going through mountainous country
such as might be looked for in New Zea-
laml.  As a mauer of faet, in vespect
both to the Darkan and the Wickepin
railways, the contour of the country was
such that the engineers ought to have been
able to piace the stations where they would
be of the greatest value to the State.

The Premier : But that railway is going
all through private property, exeept when
it reaches this one reserve.

Mr. HOPKINS: In the case of the
Darkan railway it would have heen a
simple matter fo place the station in a
position iy whiech ne private individual
could have veaped undue benefit from it.
If these things were permitted to go on
interminably it would mean that instead of
the State baving the benefit of the towa-
site as a set-off against the cost of the line,
outsiders would reap the whole value as
was done at the Darkan, where a free
farm of 160 acres was cut up in opposi-
tiom 1o the snrveyed townsiie. The farm
had heen given to a man, and subsequently
the railway station was most conveniently
placed for his purpose. In consequence
of this, people whe had paid their depos-
its for blocks in the Government rownsite
had paid no more, while others who had
paid the whole of the money down had
been sorry for it ever since. He (Mnr.
Hopkins) blamed the railway officers and
not the lands officers. In a country so
flat as that to which he was referving it
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should have been the business of the rail-
way engineers to place the station in a
position where none but the State could
reap the benefly from the townsite. So,
too, at Wickepin.

Mr. Johwson: It was taken
ilie reserve. .

Mr. HOPKIXS: Then, had the matier
been expeditionsly dealt with by the Lands
Department there should Lave been no
voom for complaint.  If it was merely the
malfer of a hotel licence surely the difti-
culty might be overcowe by the granting
of a second licence. A gued deal bad been
said about the vfficers of the department.
He had heard slatements wmade in refer-
ence to Mr. Wigelesworth. He (3Mr. Hop-
king) had bhad two years in the depari-
wenl, during which time he had found
Mr. Wigglesworth the one officer whe, in
an emergeney, could be called upon with
confidence and the work expected of hiuw
would be done admirably and with ex-
pedition.  Mr. Morris, who was then the
liead of the Tand seolection branch was,
it seemed te him (Mr. Hopkins), the one
man capable of satisfactorily running
that division.

My, Underwood : He musl have deterior-
ated since.

Mr. HOPKINS: It was nof to Dbe
thought that be was a special pleader for
these officers; they were no friends of his.
The diffieulties spoken of wounld never he
removed while land selection was bheing
conducted all over this huge Siate with the
department centralised in Perth. While
the present system remained so would
these difficuities. ¥i was wrong to blame
the officers of the department for the faults
of the system. As for the Public Service
Cownmissioner, could it be conceived that
his was the only true eonception in regard
to the administration of this department?
Right from the time of the late Dv, Jame-
son every sueceeding Minister for Lands
had had to admit that the department had
become unwieldly, and that until a system
of decentralisation was introdunced there
was no prospect of improvement,

Mr. DNDERWOOD: If the officers re-
ferred to were as 2uod as members made
them how to be, how eame it that these
mistakes occurred? He could not agree
with the members for Beverley and for

right on to
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Katanning in their praise of these officers.
“There was the Nullagine ease. A block
was gazetted in the Government Gazette
.as being open for selection. Suvely a cap-
able officer of the department would have
‘been able to tell whether that land was
open for geleetion or not. In any case,
‘when it was gazetted as being open for
:seleetion it should have heen open for
selection. If the officers were worthy of
their places they would not have allowed
the land to be gazetted if it were not open
for selection. Aceording to the Act, the
man who first put in an application was
entitled to the land, and these olficers
should not have been allowed to tiddly-
wink and do an applicant out of it,

Mr. Hopkins: Do you think they did
that?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There could be
70 doubi. of it. The applieants in Nulla-
gine had not only seen the Government
Gazette, but they had telegraphed to the
ander secretary for verification.  The
under secretary had veplied that the
bioek referred to was open for seleetion.
‘Burely with a message like that one might
have been justified in relving upon getting
the land. Yet nolwithstanding these
splendid officers, the applicants at Nulla-
gine had been kept hanging on for 18
months.  Their money wag paid and they
had had to hear the eost of telegraphing
and other expenses. After 18 monihs they
had been informed that the lands board
had decided against them. notwithstanding
‘the telegraph message of the under secve-
farv, He (Mr. Underwood) stated this
despite the attitude of the member for
Beverley.

Mr. HOPKINS: The reason why he
was singled ont by the member for Pil-
‘bara for these references was nof clear.
Tt was very commendable on the part of
‘the hon. member to wateh over the inter-
ests of his constituents, and from what
had heen said it seemed that this was a
case calling for the attention of the Mini-
ster who, no deubt, would inquire into it
Ervors such as these would arise in every
business, and in one of the magnitude of
the Lands Department it could not be
haped that they would be wholly obviated.

The PREMIER: The file dealing with
the two matiers referred to by the hon.
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member had been sent for. The matter
would be sifted to the bottom. The mem-
ber for Beverley desired an assurauce
that the scheme of decentralisation would
be initiated as early as possible, but the
porpesals put forward some time ago
called for snch an expenditure that it was
thought fit to first of all onty decentralise
as far as the approval of applications was
concerned, which would be a start and
a step in the right direction. On the
other hand, o carry out the decentralisa-
tion proposals in their entirety, fo give
transfers and issve instructions for sar-
vey, wonld necessitate a large expendi-
tnre. On instruclions to survey being is-
sued, information in regard to the various
adjoining blocks would have to bhe sent
forward, so that it would be impossible
to earry out decentralisation in this re-
gard unless there were duplicates of the
plans at the head office. However, de-
centralisation in the matter of approvals
would be earried out, and considerable de-
lay obviated. More partienlarly where
survey hefore selection had been adopted
in a distriet could approval be given
immediately a block was applied for if no
other application was in for the particu-
lar block. In the case of more than one
application for a block, a board was im-
mediately constituted consisting of the
representative of the Minister, the land
agent, and one selector, and this board
would deal with the applications at onee,
instead of, as was now the case, the ap-
plicants having to journey to Perth to
appear before the simultaneous appliea-
tion hoard.

Mr, JACOBY: No system wonld sue-
ceed unless the men conducting it were the
vight men. The present system wonld work
satisfactorily with the right men in the
department, bot the trouble was that we
had men in the departmeni who were pot
as they should be, and one saw no hope of
improving the administration of the de-
partment if we had the same wen eon-
ducting the new schemes. In regard to
decentralisation, one could not put on one
side as unworthy of consideration the
expert opinion of the Public Service Com-
missioner. The Commissioner was a
greater expert in administration than any
member of the Honse; it was his sole
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business; and he reported that the decen-
iralisation scheme was shown to be un-
workable. One was not prepared to ex-
press an opinion as te whether the pro-
posed system of decentralisation was
likely to be better than the present sysiem,
but ene hesitated in aceepting the opinion
of the officials of the Lands Department,
as expressed by the Minister, as against
the opinion of the Public Service Com-
missioner. That the Public Service Com-
missloner was an expert was shown by
the satisfactory way in which he had con-
trolled his department prior to his ap-
pointment.

The CHAIRMAN: The Lion. member
ix wetting away from the subjeet.

Mr. JACOBY : The whole question of
deceniralisation had come up. It would
he better to deal with it on a later iiem:
but zince it had eome up, he took the op-

portunity of discussing it now instead of -

creating another discussion on the later
iten.  Admitted the ruling was correct,

The CHATRMAN: Tn regard to de-
centralisation of the receipt of applica-
tions. it was qunite within the provinee of
members to discuss it on this itent, but the
general question of deeentralisation and
the value of the Public Serviee Comunis-
sioner’s views could not be discussed, be-
eanse il was a matfer that should have
heen dealt with on the general debate.
The hon. member wished {o enter into a
disenssion of the merits of the Publie
Service ‘Commissioner, a matter which
was foreign to the item.

Mr. JACOBY : It was only desirved to
give a reason for aeeepting the Public
SBervice Commissioner’s opinion as one
worthy of consideration.  No watter what
svstem there was in the department, un-
less the men there were the proper men it
would not be a success. Tt was more a
quesiion of good men than a question of
different system. e had in a previous
Parliament been told about a new sysiem
of organisation that had been adopted
in the department to zet vver all diffienl-
ties and to obviate the complaints nade,
but we still found the same chaos.

Mr. TROY had always found the chief
elerk most eourteous. obliging. and atien-
tive to whatever what was brought under
his nntice. But there were officers with
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whoem there was reason to tind fault, and
there was reason to find fault with the
conduet of affairs in the administration of
the departiment. Letiers weve lnst; one
letter was discovered days afterwards on
another file. While discussing this item
he wished to bring under notice the case
of pastoral lease 2869/102.  Brown,
Clineh, & Company had the lease, but did
not pay the rent. They were duly noti-
fied of the non-payment of the rent, but
still did not pay ir, and in the meantime
sold the lease o Clarkson Brothers. The
rent not having been paid, ahout a year
afferwards a Mr. Peck apphed for the
area. Brown, Clineh, & Company hear-
ing of this, apparenily became fearful of
the consequences of their aetion, and ap-
plied to the department to reinstate the
lease in their names, and by some extra-
ordinary solieitude on the part of the de-
partment. the lease, whieh had heen
wrongfolly transferred and illegally sold,
was veinstated in their names. Mr. Peck,
whose applieation was i order and was
Justly entitled to the lease, could not get
it, but the people who had done a wrong-
ful action and an illegal aection, had by
this extraordinary solicitude on the part
of the department been given back the
land.

Mre. Hophins: Would that be withont
minizlerial approval?

My, TROY: (i eonld not have been
done without ministerial approval. Had
Clarkson Brothers taken aetion. it wonld
have been against Brown, Clinch, & Com-
pany, whe had sold the lease {0 them ille-
gally, but the Government helped Brown,
Clineh, & Company, the people who had
dune an illegal and a eriminal action, by
reinstating the lease in their name. It
showed an extraordinary lack of admini-
stration; one could eall it very crooked
administration. That was the sort of
thing that was running the department
inte disrepute. The member for Katan-
ning elaimed that because only one or two
instances were noted by members the ad-
ministration of the department in the
main must be good, but often during re-
vess similar oeccurrences were brought
under the notice of members, though the
facts were so hard to get, and members
were so busy, that they had oot always
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the time to devete to them. He (Mr.
Trov) had no doubt that if the depart-
ment were ingquired into, il wonld be found
that, though members after all only heard
of une or two oeccurrences, there were
hundreds of them. The department need-
ed reorganization, and needed o he closely
inquirved into; because probably Mr. Peck
bad an action against the Govermment be-
cause of the manner in which the depart-
ment had freated him. If the depart-
ment carried on this erooked poliecy it
would lead to a great deal of trouble.

Mr. HOPKINS: As an argument in
favour of the deceniralisation poliey of
the Tands Department, it might be
pointed out rhat no sueh complainis as
those which had been received in emn-
nection with the selection of land were
received in connection with the seleetion
of mining aveas, simply becanse, owing
to the decentralisation in the mines poliey,
these maiters were controlled hy the
wardens in the various distriets.

Mr. FOULKES: The Premier in re-
ferring to the question of decentralisa-
tion had referred to difficulties which had
been put in the way of carrying out the
policy by the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner. Jt was well known, and he bad it
from eivil servants and from very good
anthorities, that the Publie Service Com-
missioner had made many proposals for
reform in the department. The Premier
when asked whether he would place on
the Table copies of those proposals had
said that he would do so if he eould find
them. .

v, Hopkins: AMove for
tion of the papers.

Mr. FOCLKES: It was useless 1o
bring forward a motfion of that kind at
this stage of the session, for it would
never be reached. It was impossible for
members to diseuss this question pro-
perly unless the proposals of the Publie
Service Commissioner were hefore them.
All that members at present were in re-
ceipt of was the version put forward hy
the Mimister. He was quite satisfied ihat
if Mr. JulPs suggestions were tabled it
wounld be found that he was quite justi-
fied in the complaints he had made as
to the administration genervally of the
~department.

the produe-
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Mr. ANGWIN: The decentralization
seheme was one of poliey and had nothing
whatever to do with the Public Service
Conmmissioner.  1f persous ontside pulled
wires to work fhat officer, the Govern-
ment had done quite right in counter-
aciing any sueh influences. If the Public
Service Commuigsioner were 1o he allowed
to divect policy, then let the Government
and Parliament be done away with, and
ihe whole contral of the State be placed
in the hands of that officer. Too mueh
attention altogether had been paid on
this question to ihe remarks of (he Public
Service Commissioner.

Trem, Thstriet Land Commissioner (six
months), £250: ]

Mvr. BATIT: Tn-this ease salary was
provided for six months. This appoint-
ment was in aceordance with the de-
centralisation scheme of the Government.
bur the vesult appeared o be that annther
huze and expensive departmental svstem
wonld be built np. Tt would wmean a
largely inerensed cost of administration,
without there being a corresponding ad-
vattage.

The Premier: Thiz is merely the tranz-
fer of an officer.

Mr, BATIT: Yes. at an
salary,

The PREMIER: The Chief Land
Agent was now receiving a salary of
£500, and his office would he merged Jn
that of the Distriet Land Commissioner.
The salary was unaltered. .

Mr. BATH: Tt was then another case
of giving an officer a high-sounding title,
and it had been found in many eases that
where this was done the resuli was that
hefore long an applieation was received
for a large increase of salary in conse-
quence of the high-rounding title, and
that the official bhuilt round him a large
and expensive deparfment. Tt was gef-
{ing now in the serviee a ease of all
colonels, and no soldiers. Certain officers
had talked enthusiastically ahout de-
centralisation for the reason that thev
hoped for the result that a new depart-
ment and new offices would be estahlizhed.

The PREMIER: The salary of the
(hief TLand Agent for years past had
heen £500 per annum, and the change
now heing made waz simply o call the

increaszed
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ofticial by another title, namely Distriei
Land Commissioner. The salary was the
ST,

AMr. JACOBY: [1 would be well for
the Premier to inform the House what
officer he proposed to appoint to the posi-
tion of District Land Comnissioner, and
where that official would be loeated. Ap-
parently it was intended that this officer
should in the future exercise some of the
preseni funelions of the Minister, and
thevatore great care would have to be
taken that the position should not be
given (o a man whe had alveady proved to
be unsatisfactory in the head office.
Such an appointment should not be made
with the object of getting vrid of a man
undesirable at the head office. There was
only one way of dealing with such persons,
and that was io get vid of them for good.

The PREMIER: The District Land
Commissioner  would work through the
varions conntry disiviets. the idea being
that he would be eontinually fravelling
to the differeni centres. On certain days
he wonkl be at Broomehill, then Katan-
ning, Wagin, Pingelly. and so on.

Mr. Nanson: Will he go to Gerald-
ton?

The PREMIER: Yes. The officer doing
the work now was AMr, Fox. The Chief
Lanid Agent was Mr. Farmer, bul he was
away at preseni, and Mr. Fox had been
appuinted temporarily  fo carry out this
work. That officer had had a good deal
of expevience. In addition to the duties
of approving of applieations, efcelera,
the Tlstriet Land Cemmissioner would
report to the Minister in regard to the
adminisiering of the offices generally,
One of the most urgent instructions he
had been given had been to deal with the
question of land guides. Tt had been
said thai certain of these guides were
really drawing money under false pre-
tencez. and one of the firsi questions that
officer would go into would he whether it
was not advisable to have salaried land
guides instead of having casual employees
paid at so mueh per day. aceording to the
number of people thev took out to inspect
blocks. It had heen said a great deal of
“dead” travelling was done by the land
guides. For instance a man engazed at
Wagin would go bevond the head of the
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Lhtmblevuny line. The idea now was that
a man should be engzaged at Dumbleyung
to take people oui from there, as it would
save considerable time and ecost. The
same applied to Kojonup, and instead of
having the Katanning guide to go all that
distanee, & man should be ohiained in the
loeality. The Diztriet Land Commissioner
would alzo advise as to water supplies.
When subdivisions were made he would
visii the localilies and satisfv  himself
whether it would not be advisable to de-
clare certain blocks as reserves, and re-
port as o the necessity for pufting down
damiz or hores in the varivus areas, and
wenerally keep the Minister au fait with
what was going on in the various dis
tricts.

Mr. Butcher: Who deals with applica-
tions?

The PREMIER: The Distriet Land
Comuiissioner would deal with all appli-
eations exeept where there were simul-
taneous ovies. In those cases the appli-
vations would be dealt with by the hoards.
Up to now only a temporary appoint-
ment of a Disirtet Land Commissioner
had been made. Mr. Farmer had gone
on leave and Mr. Fox had been appointed
temporarily. No person would be ap-
pointed permanenily to the posifion un-
less it was shown clearly that be was well
qualified.

Mer. NANSOX: Was this offieial to
have his head quarters in Perth?

The Premier: No; he would be fravel-
ling about, )

M. NANSON: The officer must have
seme abiding place. he could not be ever-
lastingly on the move. The head office,
presumably, would be in Perth. and he
would then perambulate the whole of the
Jand distriets. He would like 1o he shown
by the Premier what particular advantage

it would be to any eutlving distriet
to have this official  visiting it, be-
canse  he could only  visit a  place
al  exceedingly lony intervals.  His
idea of the decentralisation of the
Lands Department was ihai in every
important  agricultural  centre of the

State. and cerfainly in ihe more dis-
tant centres, there should be an official
wha should be able to transact business
in regard to applications, At present these
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applications had to be sent to the head
office in Perth. The whole idea of de-
cenfralisation was thal instead of baving
a larre number of olficials centred in
Perth, there should he fewer officials in
Perth and completely equipped offices in
the leading agrienliural eentres. He did
nol say that the appotntment of a gentle-
raan under the name of Distriet Land
Commissioner was going to make any
great difference in the existing state of
affnirs.  We were in greal difficulty in
dealing with this mattcr beeause such a
scheme of decentralizalion would reach
us in a sort of piecemeal condition. Ti
was much to he regretted that the Com-
nmittee had not befere it n scheme sel out
in the fulles. detail, zo that members
eould examine it as a whole. As il was
menbers saw varicus dems on the Fsti-
mates, and as these came up, were able
to discuss them, but it was diffieult to
make any very great progress unless there
wag set forth exaetbly what the whole ex-
penditare and the scope of the Govern-
ment decentralisation scheme of the Lands
Deparmenl was to be. If a scheme in
black and whiie were presented to mem-
bers it could he taken away and thorough-
Iy mastered, und on the other hand there
shonld be an exhaustive analysis of such
a scheme by the t'ublic Serviee Com-
missiovter, and then it would be for the
Committee to judge whether the scheme
was of the kind that would commend it-
gelf to members. As far as he was able
to gather as to the condition of things
in his own constituency and in Gerald-
ton, nolwithstanding all this talk of de-
centralisation, the position was worse to-
day than it was several years ago when

nothing was. heard of decentralisation.

Some =ix ur seven years ago there was a
Gavernment land agent at Novthampton,
and there was nor a great deal of work
for him to do at that time, because there
was  nothing like the amount of land
setilement taking place then than was (he
experience at {he present time, and the
office was abolished. There was no doubt
it. could have been retained by the pay-
menl of a small anonal fee to the officer
who ecould have been given permission to
undertake private work. As far as his
(Mr, Nanson’s) knowledge of the dis-
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friets around there was coneerned he was
convinced that mueh more satisfaction
would he afforded {o persons anxinus to
take up land if the Govermment were fo
resiore the old facilities and fell members
less aboul appointing officers, who would
travel around visiting plaees only at rare
intervals, officers who would he chiefly
conspicuous, not so much by the work
they did, but by the high-sounding title
they would possess and the salary which
they would draw.

Mr. HOPKINS: The title of the offi-
cer, Distriet Land Commissioner, was due
to the faet that it found a place in the
amending Land Act.  Great difficulty was
experienced at Kalgoorlie and Boulder
snee upon a time hecause of the inability
to vegister local vesidenfial leases, which
were controlled by the Lands Department;
everyihing had to be done in Perth.  Sub-
sequently, however, Mr. Tucker, the sur-
veyor, was given fnll power to register
leages, cxeecule movtgages and transfers,
and what took some six, and somelimes
12 months to earry oul under the prior
arrangement, was afterwards fixed up
in Kalgoorlie while one waited. Since
then there had been no complaint what-
ever on the goldfields. The guestion the
Committee wonld nlfimately have to con-
sider was whether we would have district

commissioners, or whether we would
simply have a distriet surveyer who
would be able to deal with every
aspect  that might arise in connection
with land settlement. He syvinpathised
with  the member for Northampton
in hig  grievance.  There was a land

agent at  Northampton during his
{Mr. Hopkins's) time, and since ihe
abolition of the office he supposed that
the business had eonsiderably inereased.

AMr. BUTCHER: Tt appeared that the

" ereatest necessity for the deceniralisation

schenme 1 connection with the Lands De-
parviment was broughi aboul through the
ditficulty of wetting applications  dealt
with., Furmerly they all had to wo to
Perth, This Thstrict Land Commiszioner
would be the officer whe would deal with
the applications. and he took it there
would he different districls eonstituted
throughont the eountry, which would
necessarily extend from the DMMurehison
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river in the Norih to Albany in the South,
and would be divided into so many cen-
tres. Tt would be the duty of this offi-
cer to have vegular dates for visiting
ihese districts and dealing with applica-
tions. If applicants had to wait for a
month or six weeks, while the officer was
iravelling abont. the position would be
worse than it was originally, and there
would be greater delay in dealing with ap-
plications  than  was lhe case formerly.
Tnless we adopted a system by which
Jand agents would have power to deal
with applications in their distriets the
difficulties we were faced with wonld not
be overcome. There was no reason why
the country should not be divided up
mto distriets.  The distriet around
Northam eould have the head office estab-
lished in Northam, and the officer there
could bave the power o deal with appli-
cations straight away, and thus obviate
unneeessary delay. If that were done
in all the different districts no very great
expense wonld be entailed. The districts
around Katanning and Namrogin conld
be similarly dealt with, and officers ap-
pointed to deal with matters relating to
surveys as well as applications, and there
would be no further hother. Where sim-
nltaneous appliealions were concerned,
they conld be passed on to the central
board to deal with and then returned to
the officer in eharge of the distriet con-
cerned.

(Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.5¢
p.m.)

Mr, TROY: The Premier had told the
Committee that Mr. Farmer might vet he
appointed Chief Land Agent. He (Mr.
Troy) thought it would be very unfair io
put this officer to more tronble than he
had been aceustomed to. Tt would he a
pity to give him an ardaons position
which would involve his travelling around
the conntry and foregoing the luxuries to
which he had grown aceusiomed in Perth,
During the debale several members had
referred to a certain officer in somewhat
disparaging terms.  Ti seemed to him
{Mr. Troy) that none but Mr. Farmer
wasmeant. Tt was a pity that members had
not referred to him personally in order
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that there might he no doubi about ihe
matter.  The State had arrived at a
stage when it could no longer afford to
have any but oflicers who wonld do their
duty. Ef the Governmeni desired to get
the besl out of their servants it was essen-
tial that olficers such as Mr. Farmer
should he dealt with by the House.

Mr, Monger: Why by this House?

My, TROY : The House veriainly should
be prepared (o take upon itself the task
of dealing with such an officer if occasion
demanded . During the time he (M.
Trov) had ocenpied & seat tn the Houe
e had becowe aequainted with Mr. I
mer, not by reasen of any business done
with him, bui by the fact that he was con-
tinually to he found in St. George's-ter-
race and Hay-sireef,

My, Monger: That is unfair,

Mr. TROY appreciated the hon. mem-
ber's interjection. It was only right that
he should speak up on behalf of one
whom he probably held in esteem. But
his {(Mr. Troy's) daky waz to draw atten-
tion to the faet thar fo his mind the
olficer referred to was not earning his
salary and was not carrying out his duties.
He had seen Mr. Farmer frequently in
St. George's-terrace with a cigarette in his
mouth during offiee houwrs; be had met
him between the Lands Department and
Bighop’s Court going oui with a few
eronies. presumably to have a drink.
His conduet and vagaries in this respeet
were known 1o hundreds of persons. He
was drawing a hig salary; he had drawn
as muoch as £630, of which £150 was
travelling allowance. The Public Service
Commissioner. in his classification report,
had remarked that this officer was not ful-
filling the funetions of his office. The
only inference to he drawn from thal was
that the officer wus not doing his work.
Such an officer, by pursuing such a course
of comduet was setting a very had ex-
ample to other civil servants. Waz it
possible to expeet the junior officers in
the department (v do good and useful
service if a senior officer were allowed
to trangress the regumlations as Mr. Far-
mer had done and was doing? It had
even heen said that Mr. Farmer at times
trealed Ministers in a cavalier manner.
The time had arrived when he ought to he
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told that if he did not see fit to do his
work the State was prepared fo do with-
out him,

Mr. Monger: You eannot prove that he
dnes not do his work,

Mr. TROY: It certainly would not be
easy to prove it.  Still it was searcely
possible that the officer could do his work
and at the same time siroll around Sr.
Georpge’s-terrace with o number of cron-
ies. The State did not pay him to patrol
St. George's-tervace seeking lits own plea-
stire.  Other members were familiar with
the cowse of conduet pursued by Mr,
Farmer. and the sooner ihe Committes
dealt with officials of his class the hetter.

The PREMIER : During the ecourse of
the debate several members had referred
it not very eomplimeniary termns to Mr.
Farmer. He (the Premier) wished to
point ont that Mr. Farer was a very old
officer in the departinent. There was
probably no other with a hetter know-
ledge of the working of the Act. At the
same time complaints had heen made in
regard to his conduet. and he (the Pre-
mier) had issued certain instruetions in
respect to oflicers leaving the department.
He had intimated to the under seereiary
that if it were brought under his notice
thal any ofticer was leaving the depart-
iment on any hut departmental husiness
he wonld suspend that officer and ask the
Public Service Commizsioner to deal wiih
hitn.  Complaintz cervtainly had  been
made, but definite instruetions had now
gone onf, and any offieer leavipgy his
duty would do it in the full knowledge of
what was in front of him.

Mr. ANGWIN: Tt was well to speak
of an officer as one found him. During
the last 12 months it had fallen to his
(Mr. Angwin’s) lot fo interview M.
Farmer on several nceasions, Never onee
had he failed to find Mr. Farmer in his
office. Moreover, Mr., Farmer had alwayvs
acted immediately and rendered a good
deal of assistance in the way he (Mr,
Angwin), on behalf of others, had de-
sired.

Ttem, Land Acents (7), £1,640:

Mr. COLLTER: For the past seven or
eizghi months the position of land agent
ai Kalwoorlie had lieen vacant. or it had
heen temporarily filled hy an officer from
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Coolgardie who, owing to the calls made
on his time by the double duties, had been
unable to attend to las work at Kalgoorlie-
as closely as might have heen desired. He
(Mr. Collier) wished to point vut to the
Premier that in the making of a new
appointient it would be wise (o seleel an
oflicer with some knowledge of the agri-
cultural resowrces of the State. When-
ever he (Mr. Collier) wvisited the gold-
fields he had seores of requests for infor-
ination with vegard to settlement i the
agrieultural distviets.  While the State
had in Melbowrne and London offices at
whieh the fullest particulars could be se-
cured in vespeci to land  settlement, no
information of the sort was obtainable
in Kalgoorlie. The Minister would realise
that some of the most desirable setllery
could e obtained on the goldfields. For
that reason he (Mr. Collier) emphasised
the wisdom of appointing to the vaeant
position of land agent at Kalgoorlie one
having a thorough knowledge of the agri-
cultural distriets of the State.

The PREMIER: The officer at Kal-
xoorlie was only oecupying the position
temporarvily during Mr. Tupper’s ahsence
on leave. Kecently he ((he Premier} had
visited the office and ascertained that the
officer did nol. know all he should, and
had found that the office was not up to
date. He had now made arrangements
that the whole of the information avail-
able in the head office should be supplied
at Kalgoorlie so far as lands between
Northain and the Eastern Goldfields were
concerned. If residenis of the Eastern
Goldfelds desired to take up land in the
South-West, it would be better for them.
to eome to Perth to get the information.
It was his desive and intention to have
the most up-to-date information at the
Kalgoorlie office, so that the complaints
that had existed in regard to the lack of
infarmation would be a thing of the past.

Tiem, Qflicer in charge of Information
Bureau, £390:

Mr. JACOBY: The uiility of this
office could be improved if it were asso-
clated more elosely with the Agrieultural
Department. .

The PREMTER: TInformation as to
land selection =hould go together with
advice of value to a new settler. It was
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prupused that the lecture roam at ihe
Agrienliural Department shonld be a sort
of permanent exhibition of Western Aus-
‘tralian produecis, and the Information Bu-
reau, new at the Cathedral Chambers,
would be removed to the offices of the
Agricultnral Department.

Mr. JOHNSOXN: Members received
nuerous requestz from people asking
where they conld get land, and it might
he possible for the Information Bureau
1o issue circulars, even confidential eiren-
lars, to members {o give some idea where
land was available, so that they could send
their eonstituents to these localities, and
assist themn in gelting on the lond. It
would bhe an easy mafter to supply mem-
bers with the information that was sent
to the Melbourne Agency, lo assist in an
absolutely necessary and good scheme of
land settlement.

My. UNDERWQOD : Three men. genu-
ine would-be selectors from the North-
West, had asked hin to find suitable
blocks of land, and had teld him that they
would immediately send the money for
the applications, bui he had made in-
quiries i every possible direction and
eould not find land suitable. These were
men as good as those we were likely tu
get from the Eastern States.

Mr. GORDON opposed the idea that
members of Parliament should receive
some secret information in regard to any
land that might be available for selection.
Members should not be placed before the
publie, even to assi<t the constituents they
most favoured. Tt would be almost im-
possible for the Governinent to post mem-
bers of Parliment so that they might ad-
vise any one as to where to select. He
would not take the responsibility of ad-
vising a friend as fo where a bloek of
land could be obtained. If a man wanled
land he wust go to the departinent, see
the up-to-daie plans, and see the land
himself.  What might suit one man might
noi snit another.

The PREMIER: The wishes of the
member for Guildford might be met if
this information were made available at
the Information Burean, With the ex-
ception of land already surveyed before
selection, it was very diffienlt to give any
one information of more than a general
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character, but now we had a ceriain
anonnt of land surveyed (bat would be
ihrown open early this year, land pre-
viowsly held under pastoral lease. Ii
was proposed to have lithographs show-
g this land, and giving the dates on
which it would be thrown open for zelec-
tion, M was a ticklish matter to give
definite information as to land not sur-
veyed, He always told the man to go
and look at it for himself.

Mr. Johngson: We do not know even
the district the land is in.

The PREMIER : That matter could be
remedied. The only definite information,
that could be given us was in regard to
land surveyed hefore selection.

Mr. BATH : The trouble was that we
were not able to get in the State the facili-
ties given to settlers from Melbourne or
elsewhere. People in the State had been
put te the maximum of inconvenience and
expense to secure land, and the money
wasted in this way might have been put
into the very necessary work of improving
the land. It was pleasing that the mem-
ber for Roebourne possessed all the in-
formation ; would-be selectors could be
referred to the hon. member ; but it
should not be necessary to send them to
& privete member. Selectors should be
able to get the information from the
department presumed to vontrol this
business. “I'he information should be
available to every citizen of the State,
If there should be any differential
treatment, preference should be given
to our own taxpayers. It was to be
hoped the suggestion put forward would
not be lost sight of by the Premier.

Item, Officer in charge of Melbourne
Agency, £450 :

Mr. TROY : A footnote showed that
this officer’s salary included a special
allowance of £220. Was it because of
the travelling this officer had to do in
various parts of Victoria ?

The PREMIER: This officer (Mr.
Gilbert) was classified as Minister's clerk
at o salary of £230, and when put in
charge of the Melbourne Agency carried
on at that salary for a considerable time,
but last year a special allowance of £100
was given him, making the salary £330,
In addition, £120 was allowed for travel-
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ling expenses. Mr. Gilhert had to travel
to varions parts of Victoria, and quite
recently had been to South Australia in
connection with his work. The salary
was £330 per annum, with £120 travelling
allowance. This increase was considered
perfectly justifiable becanse of the many
calls on Mr. Gilbert’s purse. and was
made with the approval of the Public
Service Commissioner.

Mr. FOULKES: With regard to
agencies, it was to be hoped that the
. Minister realised the necessity for estab-
lishing one in Sydney also. Some six or
nine months ago the Premier said the
Government intended to start an agency
there, and the Premier of New South
Wales at that time said he would be glad
to see one started. The agency in Mel-
bourne had been the means of indueing
a great many Victorians to settle here,
and equally good results would follow the
establishment of one in Sydney.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was to he
hoped an agency would not be started in
Sydney. He was against agencies being
started anywhere. Recently the Premier
of New South Wales was here and said
the Government of that Stete intended
to spend £20,000 or £30,000 per year to
induce immigrants to settle there, and
now it was proposed we should open an
agency in Sydney to try and induce those
people to leave there and come here.
There was no necessity for an agency in
Melbourne or anywhere else so long as
the industrial conditions here were made
what they should and could be. It had
required no agency to induce very many
Vietorians to come nver here in the past.
Personally he would never rely on any
information got from agencies of that
description, for they were merely adver-
tising institutions, and just as a man
claimed his soap was superior to anyone
else's soap. so these agencies claimed that
their country was hetter than any other
country. The money spent on apencies
could be far hetter spent in the State
itself.

The PREMIER : Appsarently there was
no unanimity of opinion on the gquestion
of establishing an ageney in Sydney.
This matter had received attention, but
previously to establishing further agencies
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he wanted to see so far ahead under the-
system of survey before selection, that if
people came here they would not be dis-
appointed in their endeavows to find
suitable land. Until the State was in
such a position he would not increase the:
number of agencies. The Melbourne
agency had been responsible not only for
bringing persons here to select Crown
lands, but had alsc resulted in the intro-
duction of experienced farmers with
capital, who bought out a number of
settlers who were desirous of going still
further back. Practicelly all the Vie-
torians who came here were the sons of
farmers and were men of experience. It
was undoubtedly better for Western Aus-
tralia to get experienced men with a
knowledge of the conditions of Australian
life and Australian pioneering in the
back blocks, than immigrants irom the
old country.

Lands, Contingencies, £16,950:

Item, Margaret, Yallingup and Yan-
chep Caves, Grant to Board, £1,000:

M. ANGWIN : This was a vote that
might well be reduced. Roads boards
and municipalities hacd been reduced to a
very considerable extent, and this
board should be treated similarly. The
Minister might inform the Committee of
the work the board had done in the past
year, and what rent had been received
for the accommodation house.

The PREMIER.: The report of the
board was tabled last session and in that
the members of the board pointed out
that so far as finances were concerned
they were in a very bad wa.y They
said — v

‘It is not possub]e for us to carry out
our cornmission satisfactorily unless the
money which is sufficient for the hoard's
expenses is provided. Lately our vote
has been seriously reduced. While the
vote for the Margaret river and Yallin-
gup caves was £1,000, the Yanchep
caves near Wanneroo were added to
the board’s work, and though a small
sum was granted for immediate neces-

- sities the original vote was not increas-
ed. In addition to the grant being
reduced for the previous year by £200,
the board had to find nearly £300 for
the erection of caretaker's quarters,
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and so suffered a reduction of £5300
from the vote of general management,
while additional work necessitating
further outlay has been added to their
duties. Fortunately a small surplus
had been carried over, and this, along
with the proceeds of the coupon system,
enabled the board just to live. The
statement for the year ending June
30th ilast will give full particulars of
the rveceipts and payments, from which
it will he seen that every conceivable
economy. even to an extent detri-
mental to the best interests of the
Caves. has been exercised.”

The year before last the vote was reduced
by £200, and since then additional work
had been entailed on the members of the
board in connection with the Wanneroo
Caves. This necessarily meant increased
expenditure. So far as these boards
were concerned he would be prepared to
approve of a select committee of the
House being appointed to go into the
doings of the boards and obtain infor-
mation as to how they were being con-
ducted and the resnits that were being
achieved. He referred to such bodies
as the Caves Board, the 3Museum,
the Public Library and the Zoological
Cardens. If this were done, members
could satisfy themselves as to how
the various institutions were being
conducted and whether the funds voted
for them were really necessary. The
boards were appointed by the Govern-
ment and naturally when their funds
were decreased they complained very
bitterly.

Mr. Troy : Who are the members of
the Caves Board ?

The PREMIER: The Surveyor
General, Dr .Hackett, Mr. Hughes, Mr.
Jull, Mr. Farmer, and Mr. Hocking.
Originally the member for the district
was on the board, but his position was
taken by Mr. Hocking. The Caves
Board now complained that they had
not sufficient funds to carry on the work
as they would like. It had been pointed
out to them that it was impossible to
allocate more money. In the past very
excellent work had been done by the

[6 Jaxvary, 1909.]

Commitl-e of Supply. 1273
Caves Beard, and it would be a pity if
the large sum of money already spent
were wasted, owing to the work heing
allowed to deteriorate, As only £1,000
was voted to the various caves in the
State, members would recognise that the
board had not too much money to play
with if they were going to look after
maintenance properly.

Mr. TROY : As a reason for not re-
ducing the amount of the vote the
Premier had quoted from the report of
the Caves DBoard. The same report
could be issued by every other local
governing body in the State, for all of
them were in the same position, but
despite that they had to submit to re-
duction. He fully appreciated the work
done in connection with the Caves. for
he had visited them and enjoyed himself
immensely. None would be better
pleased than he if Parliament were in a
position to spend more money on these
beauty spots. But it had been brought
home to us time after time that economies
were absolutely essential, considering the
finunciul condition of the State, and that
all the money that could be obtained
should be spent in developmental work.
If roads boards, municipalities, and other
bodies, who developed the State, had to
submit to reduction, it was only a fair
thing that the Caves Board should be
treated similarly. There was more justi-
fication for a reduction in connection
with this board, as the work they did was
not of an urgent character, and was not
in the direction of developing the country.
Looking over the Estimates he found that
his electoraie, which was extending and
in which the population had increased
two-fold within the last three years. was
unable to get a small grant for making
roads. For instance, in one of the dis-
tricts, the Minister for Works gave a
promise, when at Mount Magnet. that he
would grant £100 towards the construc-
tion of a road, and to-day the Minister
stated he was unable to keep the promise.
The people in that loeality were there-
fore, placed at a serious disadvantage,
while the Government were thus retarding
the development of the country. It was
found that in connection with the Caves,
for which there was no urgent need, the
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same expenditure was being voted as
was voted last year, He moved—

That the item be reduced by £500.

Mr. NANSON supported the amend-
ment. It was unfortunate that the re-
port of the Caves Board had not been laid
on the table of the House. When we
were dealing with these votes we should
have the reports of the institutions con-
cerned. Members were in ignorance as
to whether this board earned any revenue.
Many thousands of pounds had been
voted in past years. In one year over
£30,000 was spent in providing roads
to the Caves and it should be possible now
for revenue to be earned which would be
nearly sufficient to assist in the main-
tenance of the Caves. The amendment
was one which should meet with the
Premier’s cordial support, because speak-
ing on the Address-in-Reply he said that
Ministers would set their faces against
any advances other than for purposes
which were ahsolutely necessary, and he
went on to say that the Clovernment
realised that in the past, g'rants had been
made for various objects which might
have been termed luxuries, and he con-
tended that the Government must now
absolutely refrain from expending money
on anything in the nature of a luxury,
and that they would have to confine their
attention to those works which were
necessary for the development of the
more remote portions of the State, which
would tend towards the comfort of the
people settled in those parts. In all
directions economy was being exercised
with regard to works of a highly necessary
nature, and yet we found no reduction
had been made in regard to luxuties.
Members actually found that in the re-
ports of the different boards, which had
bheen presented, that with the utmost
self-confidence they stated that this year
they must have the amount asked for and
that in future years they would look to an
increased vote. He welcomed the amend-
ment and hoped the member would divide
the Committee, so that an indication
might be given to the Government as to
the feeling of members in regard to those
luxuries.

The TREASURER: It hed been
realised in ail the States, that it was
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necessary to advertise the lhealth and
pleasure resorts, and the result had been,
not only in Tasmania which led the way
with a considerable expenditure, but also
in New South Wales and Vietoria, a large
number of tourizts had been attracted to
their shores. We had endeavoursd in a
small way to follow the examples set by
those States. It was true that we had
expended a considerable amount of
money in opening up the caves districts
in the Bouth-Western portion of the
State, hut we had not expended quite as
much in one year as the member for
Greenough had stated, namely. £30,000.

Mr. Nanson : In one year £33,000 had
been spent.

The TREASURER : That was the total
expenditure to November, 1907, and that
money was spent on roads and buildings
and improving the Caves, not only in the
Yallingup district but in the Margaret
River district, and also on the Yanchep
Caves at Wanneroo. Tt was quite right
as the hon. member had said, that we
must be careful not to inerease these
votes unless there was a corresponding
advantage to the State, and the Govern-
ment had been particularly careful in
this direction. Members would see that
the vote had been kept down to the same
amount as was voted last year. notwith-
standing further responsibilities and re-
quirements owing to the increased num-
ber of visitors.

My, Jacody : Should there not he in-
creased revenue 7

The TREASURER : It was an indirect
revenue. The board received a rental
from the Cave House of £150. Not many
years ago that Cave House was being
carried on at a direct loss; some four
years ago it represented a loss of £600,
antd he was instrumental in having the
system altered and having the house
leased. The result was that now we had
an accornmodation house, which cost a
considerable amount of money, but it was
one that we could be proud of and which
visitors could utilise with confidence and
pleasure. The indirect advantages to
the State were numerous as compared to
the direct advantages to the board. The
fact of the matter was that the board
could not pay its way. It might ulti-
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mately do so, but it was dotibtful whether
it would do so for many years to come.

Mr. Nanson : Was there a charge made
for admission to the Caves ?

The TREASURER: A charge was
made, he thought it was 2s.. and annually
several thousand people visited these
caves. Last year the number was 2,646,
and supposing they paid 2s. a head. that
only represented £264. It was not a
large amount when members considered
the expenses associated with the caves.
There was indirect advantage to the
State inasmuch as a good deat of money
was distributed by visitors who went
down there to $ee the Caves. and then
there was a direct advantage to the rail-
way system. Coupons were issued at
so much which would ecarry a visitor
through and give him two or three or five
days to spend in the district. Thex got
a beneficial onting, an outing which np to
recent years they had been accustomed
to take in the Eastern States. As he had
pointed out. the raiiways derived a cer-
tain advantage. the Cave House received
a certain return, the hotels er route de-
rived an advantage, and so did the coach
proprietors who carried visitors, all of
which meant’ an indivect benefit to the
State. He did not think the Committee
would quibble over a couple of hundred
pounds, as long as members knew that
the money was well spent by the Caves
Board, and that it brought in an indirect
return in the shape of prosperity to cer-
tain of our citizens. Apart from this. if
we were to cut the vote down we might
just as well wipe it out altogether. If
we did that, and we were going to close
up a certain portion of our State. which
was & pleasure resort. it would be a very
bad advertisement for the State, and in-
stead of advertising that we had some-
thing to show, instead of getting the
special commendation, such as we had
received from experts. not only the secre-
tary of the Tourist Bureau of Tasmania,
but a representative from Colombo who
was recently here. and who spoke in the
highest terms of the district, not only
would the State get that advertisement,
but we would advertise that we had
closed places which were worthy of being
visited, and thus do a great ihjury to the
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State. In the Lime of the James Govern-
ment a large sum of money was spent on
the roads to the Caves, and the present
member for Guildford, when Minister for
Works, spent a considerable sum of
money also in completing those roads.
He recognised the advantage of opening
up these resorts for our own people and
thus endeavouring to keep them within
the State. He had many opinions of
gentlemen who were competent to judge.
and who stated that these caves were
equally as beautiful as the renowned
caves at Jenolan, in New South Wales.
The neighbouring States were spending
considerably more then we were in a
similar direction.

Mr. Heitmann: They can afford it.
Their population is greater.

The TREASURER : Not in every in-
stance. the population of Tasmania was
smaller than that of this State. Having
such an asset it would be bad policy to
close it up and say that we did not value
it.

Myr. Walker : Tf the Treasurer repre-
sented a goldfields constituency he would
not talk like that. .

The TREASURFR was talking in the
interests of the goldfields constituencies.
and in the interests of the hon. member’s
own constituency.

Mr. Heitmann : Have you any letters
from the diggers amongst that lot ?

The TREASURER : The hon. member
meant the goldfields residents ? Wo, he
had not. These were simply extracts
from communications received from visi-
tors from outside the State.

Myr. Walker : They all go to Bunbury
from the goldfields.

The TREASURER : It was gratifying
to hear that. Those who went to Bun-
bury would get not only a beautiful health
resort, but they would see a large amount
of shipping going on there, sufficient
probably to open their eyes.

Mr. Hopkins: It has also become
popular as a hirthplace.

The TREASURER : Tt had for long
ranked as a birthplace, and would con-
tinue to enjoy that distinction while it
was the home of the Premier of the
State. He hoped the Committee would
not cut down this item. He would re-
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mind them that some seven months of
the vote had been expended. It would
be ill-advised to cut down the vote at this
Juncture, - ot
- Mr. HOL‘\L&N 1t was to be recrretted
that the board had not thought fit to send
in their report. He had noticed that in
the office at Perth were stationed two
officers to carry out the business of the
board. .
- The Treasurer : Only one officer is paid.

Mr. HOLMAN: Just the same the
office in Perth, apparently, was costing
£433. That amount of money was too
great altogether for the administrative
work to be carried out for a board of
the class of the Caves Board ; less than
one-half should be sufficient. The
Premier had stated that the vote had
been reduccd by £200 two years ago. As
a matter of fact the vote was then in-
creased by £200. Probably the Premier
had made the statement inadvertently ;
still the Committee had a right to expect
exact information. The Treasurer talk-
ed of the number of visitors who made
the trip to the Caves. By close attention
to the.daily papers one could learn, from
time to time, that since the last preceding
report some dozen or twenty visitors had
been to the Caves. 1f the Caves were
accessible to the poorer classes of people
he for one would be prepared to support
the item ; but only the more fortunate
could afford to make the trip to the
Caves. For the five day's trip five
guineas were required for the coupons
alone, while the ordinary expenses for
such a trip would mean another four or
five pounds, making a total of at least
£10 which was altogether beyond the
working man for the purposes of holiday-
making. At the same time those people
who could not afford to go to the Caves
were taxed to the utmost in order that
distinguishsd visitors might be taken
down free of all personal expense. Even
when a visitor found himself in Busselton
it. cost him 15s. to be driven to the
nearest cave and back. As this item on
the Zstimates was of no direct benefit to
the people of the State, he maintained
that it should be selected for the purpose
of éffecting economy. The cost of the
head office in Perth was beyond all

[ASSEMBLY )
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reason. He hifself would like to take
on the position ol secretary for the
money.

BMr. Osborn : You have taken on two
or three already; you do not want
another, do you ¥

Mr. HOLMAN : This post also would
be very acceptable to him. He could do
pretty good work, and he hoped he would
never be like the hon. member who had
interjected and who had taken on work
he was incapable of performing.

Mr. Osborn : What work is that ?

Mr. Walker : The representing of Roe-
bourne.

Mr. HOLMAN : The cost of the head
office was far too large ; the amount could
be reduced by one-half. Then there was
the cost of the engineer. Why was 1t
necessary to have an engineer to look
after the work down there? Again,
there was the cost of the electric light.
This was altogether too great. And in
addition to the cost of the head office at
Perth there was, or leastways there had
been two years ago, an item of £150 for
travelling and petty expenses. That

_meant that the office was costing £600 a

year. Then there were caretakers at
each of the caves ; why should not the
engineer stationed at Yallingup act as
caretaker for that cave ? It was abso-
lately ridiculous to think that there

‘should be a caretaker and an engineer for

8 cave that, at all events during some
weeks of the year, had no visitors at all,
In view of the financial position of the
eountry it would be much better to spend
the money on the practical requirements
of the State. It ought to be applied to
the opening up of the country and the
giving of assistance to the poorer class of
people. He regretted that the report of
the board had not been laid on the Table.
It seemed that the secretary had not seen
fit to produce a report for Parliament.
The Premier: The veport is here; T
was under the impression that it had been
tahled. ' :
Mr. HOLMAN: Tt seemed a peculiar
thing 1hati the report was not on the Table.
The Treasurer: It was merely an over-
sight.
Mr. OSBORN: This was one of the
items that deserved the support of all
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menthers of the House. As the Treasurer
bhad peinied out, thiz pleasure resort was
once that the State could poini to with
pride. He himzelf had not had the ad-
vantage ot visiting it; still many of his
friends had done =u, and he had Dheen
assured by all that the Caves were well
worth ihe money heing expended on ihem.
Apparently some members were losing
sight of the faci that there were more
than one set of caves coming under this
item. It was, he thought, regretiable that
Western Australia had net paid more at-
tention to the developmeni of her plea-
aare vesorts.  Still, it appeared (hat some
progress was at last being made in that
divection, amd reference 1o the shipping
records wonld show that there had heen a
decided decrease in the number of people
leaving Weslern Australia for the East-
ern States duting the recent holidays.
That he attribuied, to a great extent, to
the fact thai they had found pleasures of
their own of a loeal nature gnite equal to
those to be enjoyed in the other States.
The member for Murchison had said that
he (Mr. Osborn) had taken on a task he
was ineapable uf doing. One thing he
(Mr. Oshorn) was capable of doing was
of speaking the fruih or, at all events, of
endeavouiing to speak the truth, and nnt
to misrepreseni the utterances of others.
The hon. member claimed that v the
puorer classes these resorts were of no
service. Certainly the cost of getting to
the Caves was rather much, but there was
no need to advertise things that did not
exist. While it cost £5 for one class to
get to the Caves, others conld visit them
for three guineas, which covered acecommo-
dation. fuod, and evervthing necessary.
People should not try fo run down their
comntry: and if they had not the know-
ledge. they should certainly seek for it.
Although we might he spending a thou-
sand ponnds on these Caves. the travelling
public would more than repay it by money
paid to the Railway Depariment. We
should endeavour to give facilities to the
Caves Board, so that they might carry out
their developmental work and establish
the Caves in an up-to-dale manner, s0 as
to niake them as popular as possible. We
should not endeavour io hamper the mem-
bers of the hoard who received no pay.
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We should give them credit for being men
of sorse ability who had the interests of
the State at heart, Fhere were other items
in the way of luxuries on which one wight
have something 10 say later. bui at least
this item should he maintained in its pre-
senl state.

AMr. JACOBY : No doubt the case made
out by the Treasurer in suppori of the
item was an excellent one, but in the puosi-
fion of the State economies were neces-
gary.  The Government had recognised
this in the heavy reductions made in orher
items of expenditure, and if g puid eaze
could he made out for maintaining ex-
penditure on luxuries. what could be zaid
of the case mm Favour of retaining items
of expenditure for roads and other neces-
sary works? On the other hand. if rve-
doctions were necessary, expenditure on
luxuries should suffer with expenditure in

other directions. It was absurd that
school teachers should lose - their incre-

ments, while we still maintained the full
figure of our expenditure on luxuries. The
Treasurer asked us not to quibble af an
expenditwre of £200. but quibbled at ex-
penditure on items for the development
of the State.

The Treasurer: Where have T quibbled?

Mr. JACOBY: The sum of £35,000
had been eut off the roads at the instance
of the Treasnrer.

The Treasurer: No.

Mr. Holman: The Treasurer quibbled
over the £5 per annum for schoul teach-
ers.

Hon. IF. H. Piesse: The c¢ountry has
to eut down expenditure.

Mr. JACOBY: The member for Kat-
anning had get all he wanted, but there
were other parts of the State that had
not rallways every five vards and roads
every two vards.  One of the caves was
sitnated in the Swan electoraie, bui the
people of Wanneroo. if asked, would
rather have the money spent on their
roads than on their caves. In regard fo
other items on the Estimates, he intended
to deal with them in the same way as this.
If there was in he any reduction, it should
he on items of not so mueh imporfance as
items for the development of fhe State.
He would support the reduction of this
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itent, but would raiher have zeen a smaller
reduetion proposed.

Myr. COLLIER: Seecing that mest of
the Caves were situated in the district re-
presented by the Treasurer. one could ap-
preciate the elaborate speech the Trea-
surer made in defence of the item, but in
view of the finaneial position of the State
we should have no hesitation in reducing
thi= itenr, and all others of a simitar cha-
racter.  When we were faced with o
deficii of hundreds of thonsauds, a defieil
whicli was mounting up month by month,
and when we were secking to place fresh
burdens ou the people in the shape of
taxation, we had an item like this on the
Estimates for a luxury. The Treaswrer
should not fake evedit for the Laet thai the
itent had not heen inereased. This was a
time when we were reducing voles all
round on works of an absolutely neces-
sary character.  One of the Treasurer’s
arguments was rhat this grant resalted in
considerable expenditure in hotels and in
the coaching business in the Busszeifon dis-
trict, but were the taxpavers to consider
this a good reason for the expenditure,
while people were being retrenched, while
men were being dismissed from the Rail-
way Department by scores every week,
while civil sevvants had their salaries re-
duced, or while inerements rightly due
were denied them?

Mr. BATH: While there was a great
deal in the argmments urged by wmembers
on both sides as to the need for entting
down the more luxmious votes when so
much money was required For develop-
mental work in the State, still at the same
time we had to be careful to exercise
some discrefion in this new passion which
actuated members at slashing at varions
items on the FEstimates. In the present
case it must be recognised that certnin
obligations had been entered into, and we
musl not he too drastic in the amount
by which we sought lo reduce the vote.
Already six months of the vear had wone
and it was certain that the expendifure
for that perind had been incurred on the
scale of the old vote, and to cut the sum
down hy £500 now wounld resulf in diffi-
culties. Although the vote were reduced
by that sum, money would have to he
found to carrv on for the next six months

[ASSEMBLY.]
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afko,  While he would vole for a reduc-
fion ax an indieation of the view of the
Committee thal luxurious votes should
fiest suffer reduction, he was opposed fo-
the proposal to eat the item down by
£300,

Mr, WALKER : This was one of those
cazes where the Comittes should be em-
phatic.  Obligations must he earried ont,
bur that should not deter us from making
onr meaning decided. There should be

*no misundersionding with refervence to the

vote. It was little short of scandalous to
provide these luxuries for o seleet few,
while we ¢ould nat provide proper hospi-
tal facilities for the sick and maimed,

The Treasurer: We have provided hos-
pitals for the sick,

Mr. WALKER: 'The hospital grants
frad Deen eul down over 25 per cent. all
over the ecountry. Tt was probable that
some of them would be forced to close
and vet for the sake of pure luxury. for
a pure heauiy spot, the swn of £1,000
was heing voted,

The Treasurer: No hospitals need close
under the present regulations.

Mr. WALKER: Neither need the
Caves eclose.  The Caves could not run
away and they could well wait until more
prosperens times arrived and when there
was a wore disereel Treasurer, who would
spend woney for the good of the country
and nat for the pampered few., Were it
not for the fact that the Treasurer was
representing Busselton he would he the:
first loudly to condemn the folly of keep-
ing the Caves open for a few people.
Ronds were needed all over the country,
Lul they conld not be construeted as there
was no money. The ordinary vote even
for keeping roads in rvepair could not
e provided, nol to speak of the neces-
sity for finding money to open new roads,
and vet in order to provide a luxury which
would nat serve 100 people, the sum of
£1,000 was to be spent. The sehonl teach-
ers. who were a real national assef, were
to have no chances of advancement, and
the wage earners of the State were to be
eut dewn. There was now a new agree-
went with the railway hands whereby the
permanent wav men, who had received
8s. a dav as 2 minimum wage, were to
he reduced to 7e. a day. Tf the conntry
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were to suffer by the closing down of Lhe
Caves he would =ay let them he kept apen:
if the Caves hrouehi mmmigrants to our
shores, brought new people here 1o see
thent, if they were an important. national,
healthful. asset and would result in the
creation of a love of art or =eience. he
would also =ay that they should be kept
open: but what henetit did the caves con-
fer to others than the select few pleasure
seekers!  No aszet wax derivable from
this <ouree of expenditure. Now was the
oppertunity for (he Committee 1o show
what they meant.  1f members were coing
in for eronomy. let it be genuine econumy.
not in necessities but in luxories.  Money
sliould ned be voted to provide tuxuries
far the few. while the workers and toilers
of the State were deprived of the very
necessities of life.

Me. FOULKES: Members were agreed
that it was necessary, in order to keep owr
people here and spend their wages in the
couniry instead of going elsewherse, to
provide =ome facilities for them in fhe
way of pleasure resorts.  This 1aust be
lnoked upon as a business concern. But
he wonld draw attention to the fact that
there were more pleasure resorts that re-
quired developing than these in the loeal-
ity represented in Parliameni hy  the
Treasurer. The first matter of import-
ance to decide was which of the pleasure
resorts should be developed firsl. and in
this connection the decision must be wpon
the basis of which gave the greatest en-
jovment ta the greatest numher of people.
Within n few miles of Perth there was
an important pleasure vesort. Thiz was
at Cottesloe. The Treasurver said that
3.000 peaple visited the Caves during the
last 12 months, but this did not eompare
well with the record at Cottesloe Beach.
which showed that 100000 people had
visited that place during the vear. Tn
each of the last three years hie had im-

pressed upon the Ministry the urgent
necessity For =pending monev in pro-

viding artractions along the sea coast in
that districl.  He had asked for €1.000
for the constructinn of a sea jetty on the
foreshore at Cottesloe. From reporis of
reliable engineers he knew that =uch a
work wounld cost £2.000 and the loeal
authorities would be prepared to pax even
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as much as one-halt ihe cozt of the work
if the Government found the halance.
Whereas the spemding of money on the
Caves only henefited 3.000 people. the ex-

pendilure vt a like sum a1 Cotfesloe
would  benefit all the people in the
State. The Treasurer sald he was quite

prepared to develop pleasure rvesorts it
there were correspending advantages to
the Srate. Members conld  =ee  whiel
brought most revenue ta the railways, the
3,000 peaple who went 1o Busselion or the
100,000 people whi: went to Uottesloe,

The Tregsurer: You are misrepresent-
g what T said. T said that 3.000 peovpic
paid for entrance to the Caves. That is
very different from rhe namber of people
wha 2o to Busselton in the year.

Mr. FOUTKES: We were asked to in-
cur an expenditure for the henefit of the
3,000 people who went to the caves and
not for those who went to Busselton. It
enst a gnod deal to make a trip to th:
Caves, and the great majority of the resi-
dents of the State eonld not afford the
£5 or £10 necessary for such a holiday.
But it wonld be a very simple and a cheap
matter for anyone to get down to Cottes-
loe and enjoy the pleasnres that should
be obtainable there. Ii was nothing more
than a huziness proposition. and it would
certainly pay the Railway Department a
hondred times over if the Governmeni
spent £1.000 in providing the haths at
Cottesloe, owing to the tremendous in-
crease there would be in the (raffie to that
resort, The James Government agreed to
contribuie £900 towards the eost of con-
strueting a jetiy along that sea coasl.

The Treasurer: Did you wet the monev
from the James Clovernment?

Mr. FOULKES: Yes: thexy put the
sum on the Estimates and it was passed
by the House. The House voted €00
and the local people enntributed a sum »f
£500 towards the cost of the jetty. and
that =mall expenditure of €90 had
bronght an enormous amount of revenne
tn the Railway TDepartment. After the
Jamex Ministry retived the Labour Mini--
fry eoniributed a certain amount towards
providing shelter shed= along the beach.

Mr. Johnson: Tt was €230,

My, FOULRKES: But from the present
Government, with the exeception of £350
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which had been given towards the con-
struection of a road, not a single penny
had been provided to develop that seaside
resort, while Busselton last year was
voted £100 to construct an approach to
ihe jeity. He did not know how many
people went to Busselton, but he was quite
sure that 100,800 did not go down there.
He apreed with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, who said that £500 was too wueh to
take off the vote. and he would give his
sapport to the proposal to veduce it by
£200, so as to impress upon the Govern-
ment the necessity for developing a sea-
side resort which would give greater
facilities for the enjoyment of the people
than a pleasure resort situated 200 ¢ 300
miles away,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
point that had been losi sight of was that
during the last eight or ten vears there
had been a considerable increase in the
population of the State, and in fhat time
the votes for matiers of this deseviption
had remained practically unaltered. Any-
one who had been to the Caves must know
that the sum granted by the Government
was only sofficient to keep them in decent
order, and that the money was in no way
being expended to enter into fresh under-
takings or to extend the work. It was
not pleasant to see an interstate boat
leaving Fremantle erowded with people
going to the East to spend their money,
and he sometimes doubted whether we
were enterprising enough as far as the
development of our own pleasure re-
sources was concerned. One of the trou-
bles of the State was that money was con-
stantly going out to other quarters not
only for the necessaries of life but for
the pleasure of the people. With regard
to the difference between Yallingup and
Cottesloe, Yallingup was sitnated in a
part of the State where the improvements
did not to any material extent henefit the
property holders of the particular distriet.
The improvements which had been earried
out at Cottesloe had enhanced the value
of the properviy there, and it would be
interesting to hear from the member for
Claremont exactly what the Cottesloe
roads hoard or the municipality had spent
in improvements at Cottesloe Beach.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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These hodies were quite ready to take any-
thing that was given to them.

Mr. Foulkes: They spent £500 on the
Jutty.,

The MIN[STER FOR 1WORKS:
During the last Hve or six years that was
practicallv the greatest amount they had
spent in that locality. FHe was not against
the expenditure of money in the develop-
meunt of Cottesloe Beach. Such an ex-
penditure would be a good investent for
the Railwax Department.

My, Johwmson: What about the health
ot the publie, for 10,000 people go down
there in a single day?

The CHAIRMAX: Qrder.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
point was that the loeality had its pro-
pavty values considerably enhanced by the
faet that it had a public pleasure resort.
The money that had been voted for the
Caves had not heen spent on further ex-
tensions. If extensions were to he made
he admitted it wonld be betier to spend
the money at Cottezlog, but here we had
simply to maintain things as they were.
If we ceased these grants fo Yallingup
the Caves would naturally go inte dis-
rvepair, . We could not well go back, and
members, he hoped. would take a reagon-
ahle view of the situation, He was not
adverse fo improving Cottesloe as a plea-
sure resorf, but certainly in view of the
enhancement of values there the distriet
should contribute move than the people
of Yallingup and Busselton should be
asked to do for the development of their
localities. The cases were not parallel.
Tn a few vears’ time he hoped to see the
Government of the day do much in the
direction of developing other pleasure re-
sorts. We must stop this eonstant exodus
of pleasure seekers to the Eastern States.
He hoped hon. members waould support
the vote.

AMr. BOLTON: It was his intention to
support the reduction of the item by
£200. He did that on the basis of the
munieipal reductions  proposed by the
present Government, namely, 20 pet cent.
for five years. Next year he would again
favour a similar reduction, and if hon.
menibers were consistent they would sup-
port it also. The argumeni vsed hy the
Minister for Works regarding the en-
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hancement of Cottesloe properties by the
expenditure of Government funds, did
not apply to all other localities. In the
case of North Fremantle for every pound
granted by the Government the local
governing body had also spent a similar
sum of money, and not for the lecal
people but for the visitors, so that they
might have an enjoyable time on a beach
which e¢ruld not be surpassed in any part
of the State. Last year North Fremantle
spent £250 on the improvement of the
beach, and the Gevernment gave a similar
amount. Very few and very small re-
quests for assistance were brought for-
ward frem that electorate. Whatever
had been asked had been requested on the
hasis of pound for pound. Not one single
grant had been given by the present Gov-
ernment. The difference between Cottes-
loe and North Fremantle was that the
distriet which was deserving of assistance
had been the one which had spent, from
its own resources, a pound for every
pound granted by the Government. If
the Government refused to provide money
when a local body was prepared to spend
a similar amounnt, he would be justified in
supporling the reduction of the vote under
review and any similar vote on the Esti-
mates uniil sach lime as the Government
would have more funds at ils disposal o
enable them to assist people who were
prepared fo assist themselves.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was his in-
tention o support the proposed reduction,
and his regret was that he could not wipe
it out alliogether. The present was the
time when we should endeavour to de-
velop the industries of the Staie rather
than the pleasure resorts. Several mem-
bers had pointed out that the pariienlar
districts they represented were ideal plea-
sure resorts. He jost wished to say that
as a pleasure resort 20-Mile Sandy was
unparalleled and uve money had been
spent there. After listening io the re-
marks of the Treasurer he was impressed
with them. In the first place the Trea-
surer stated that these pleasure resmts
wounld advertise the State, and on the
subject of advertising, this very word had
ot into his soul; he abherred it. We
could do better ihan advertise, and we
should show the world that we were not
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running a soap factory. The Treasurer
remarked that all the Eastern States ad-
vertised their pleasure resorts, and he
instanced Victoria. We had only to look
up statisties to find with what disastrous
results Victoria had advertised its plea-
sure resorts. During the last 30 years
more pecple had left Vietoria than had
entered it. If that was the result of ad-
vertising pleasure resorts the sooner we
ceased to advertise the better. The Trea-
surer remarked that a good deal of money
was distributed hy visitors. Members
were told that the Cave Tlouse would not
pay expenses; the Government, when they
ran if, lost money on it. 1 ihese visitors
were distributing money they would dis-
tribute some at the Cave House, and if
they had net distributed sulficient to make
that place pay they had certainly dis-
tributed very little. The Treasurer added
it would be inadvizable to close up the
pleasure resorts. It wonld be far hetter
to elose up the pleasure resoris and open
up some of the industries, We had been
paving continuatly towards the upkeep of
these pleasure vesorts during the last
four or five years, and in that time we
had been refusing money for the con-
struetlon of voads and other necessary
works to develop the industries. In
his vwn district a serious question was the
water supply. and although the mewmber
for Roebourne supported this vote he re-
minded that member that the £1,000 pro-
posed to be spent on the Caves coulil be
more profitably spent bhoring for warer
either in his (Mr. Underwood’s) alector-
ate or in that of the member for Roe-
bourne. In his manifesto to the electors
the member for Roebourne had asked why
they should not try a bore for thai dis
trict.

Mr. Taylor: They have tried one.

Mr. UNDERWQOD was speaking
about a hore for water. He held with (he
member for Roebourne that it was desir-
able that hores for water should be tried
in those northern districts. The money
being expended on these Caves would
serve the purpose very well. To discover
water in those distriets wounld be of far
grealer value to the Staie than the brin:-
ing of visitors from Colombu to ihe Cave.
The member for Roebourne had declared
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that the poorer classes could go to the
Caves if thev wished to. The tfaet t(hat
they did not guv could only be accepied as
evidence that they had no desire fo go:
and if that were so, eertainly they should
not be asked to pay for the upkeep of
the Caves. It would be far better to
spend what wmoney the Treasury miwht
have to spare in the development of the
industries of the State.  The time had
come for economy, and economy should
first e effected in pleasure resortz. The
Treasurer had spoken of the necessity of
maintaining this assef. An asset that
cost from £1,000 to £3,000 per year ap-
peared to him (Mr. Underwood) (o he
something vather in the nature of a lia-
bility. He was in favour of the proposed
reduction, for he was anxious to ger ril
of this vaunted asset.

Me. BUTCHER: Even at the risk of
incurving the wrath of the Treasurer and
af being aeeused by the member for Roe-
bonrne of deerying his couniry he would
vote for lhe proposed reduection. Travel-
ling about ilie State as mueh as he did he
was Tullv alive to the necessity for the
improvement of the roads in the back-
bloeks. He had seen unfortunate settlers
trying to bring their produce to market
with their wagous up to their axles in
mud. These people, he thought, were en-
titled to consideration far more than were
those who made a practice of visiting ihe
Caves. He had repeatedly opposed such
expendilure, and from year to year had
made attacks upon this partienlar item.
Fven if the mmendment had been to strike
out the whole of the item he for one
would have voted for it. The member
for Fremanile in championing this ex-
penditure had remarked that it was neces-
sary fo make a pleasure resort in order
to prevent the people taking the money
ont of the conntry. It was remarkahle
that 1t had not cecurred to the hon. memn-
ber that the first claim on the surplus
cash of the country was, or should be,
that of the settlers in remote distriets.
Was it not hetter to assist them to pro-
fluce something that would lead to the
very end desired by the member for Fre-
mantle, namely, the keeping of mouey
within the State. For it was to be re-
membered that every day tliousands of
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pounds were sent to lhe other Stales for
the necessaries of life—necessaries which
coild be produced in this State if only
there were in existence fhe roads essen-
tial to the economical carting of the stuff’
i warket, It was clearly the duty of
hon, members {0 spend the money on the
ronds in the baek country. He wonld
say nothing about the cutling down of
grants to hospitals and to rvoads Doards,.
for if he were Lo go on touehing on the
claims that should come before that of
the Caves Board he would be there all
night.

The Minister for Works: Some of ihe
roads boards pay only £12 for every £100
put up by the Geovernment,

Mr. BUTCHER : There were roads.
boards in this couniry rating to mnly a
small extent, but these were fully deserv-
ing of the subsidies granted to them. e
knew the conditions of life in thuse re-
mote parts of the country and he could
say that the people ihere were fully de-
serving of every assistance. The Trea-
surer had spoken of the thousands who
visited the Caves. He had before bim a
list showing that for the Christmas holi-
days there were ouly 30 visitors who had
spent their vacations at Yallingup, where-
as probably thirty hundred had spent
their holidays at Cottesloe Beach.

The Premier: That is where the Min-
ister for Works lives.

Mr. BUTCHER: Tt would be inlerest-
ing to know if anything under the sum
of £30,000 had been spent in the develop-
ment of the Caves.

Mz, Holman: Nearver £60,000.

My, BUTCHER: If that money had
been szpent in the development of the
natural resources of the State it would
have heen of far greater profit to the
State. In his opinion it was the duly of
the Caves Board to make the Caves self-
supporfing, seeing that the taxpayer had
already provided some £60,000 with which
to build them ap. If it were necessary to
continue to find this huge sum of money
it would be, he thought, far hetter to close
down the Caves and give more attention
to such pleasure resorts as Cottesloe where
people of all classes ecould go and enjov
themselves without any large expenditure
of wmoney. He had been glad to notice
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from the remarks of the Premier that he
was heginning fa realise the immorality
of the proposition. He (the Premier)
had suggested the appointment of a ¢om-
mitlee——

The Premier: T did not say there was
anvthing immoral about ii.

Mr. BUTCHER: Clearly it would be
an immoral action on the part of the Com-
miitee tn continue to pay away ihe tax-
pavers’ money in that direction. The
Preinier’s sngwestion was a good one,
namely, that a committee should he ap-
pointed to inguire inte the expenditure on
the Zoologteal Gardens, the Caveas, the Ait
Gallery, and other institutions of the sori.

Mr. HOPKINS was prepared fo ex-
tend his sympathy to the desive expressed
by hon. members for a reduetion of the
vote. The list of visitors furnished by
the member for Gascoyne had served te
illustrate the fact that the Caves were
<chiefly patronised by but one section of
the community. As the Minister for
Works had remarked, the Caves had been
established and would have to be upkept
to at lenst n cevtain extent. He (JM.
Hopkins) intended fo vole Tor a redue-
tion. Seven months of the vear had al-
ready elapsed, and in the eirenmstances
he thonght that if the vote were reduced
by £100 it wonld meet the requirements.
For, as he had said, seven months’ pro-
portion of the vote had been expended,
and expended on the assumption thal the
vote would go through as usual. The
Premier’s offer seemed to him a very fair
one. Many of these hoards were difficult
to deal with, and the proposal of the Pre-
mier, namely, that a committee be ap-
pointed to look into the question of these
hoards and make recommendations to Par-
liament, was in all respeets a good one.
The time had gone by for the upkeep of
institutions of this kind at anything like
a great cost, seeing that the eountry was
hard pushed to find money for the earry-
ing out of important developments. The
Caves were there and would have to be
upkept. and that being so he thonght that
an effort should he made te render them
available to the residents of the Eastern
and Northern Goldfields. There shonld
he a system of special trains at redueed
rates run in the interests of those engaged
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in the mining industry. If they were
carried to the Caves at £1 per head on
special occasions when the rolling stoek
of the railway might be otherwise lying
idle, there would be no loss to the country
and we would get visitors to the Caves at
a time of the year when possibly there
wight not be other visitors, and we wounld
wain revenne for the Railway Departinent.
The board suggested by the Premier
should hé¢ appoinied.

Mr. Johnson: 1f an amendment to re-
duce the item by £100 were put, members
could not then move to reduce it by £200.

Tlre CHATIRMAN: Tntil the present
amendment was disposed of. ne further
ameidnient could he taken. Assuming the
present amendment were Inst, any further
amendment could he made to veduce the
amount by a sum less than £500.

Mr. TROY: With the consent of the
Committee, and bearing in mind that
seveis months of the financial year had al-
ready elapsed, he would withdraw his
amendment to reduee the item by £500,
with a view to moving to rednee it by
£200.

My, Walker: 1T object.

The CHATRMAN : As objection had
been made to the withdrawal the hon.
member could not withdraw the amend-
ment,

Mr. FOULKES: The Minister for
Works had called attention te the fact
that if Covernment grants were given to
improve the shore at Cottesloe. it meant
enhancing of the wvalue of property in
Cottesloe.

The Minister for Works: It has en- |
haneed if.

Mr. FOULKES: No doubt the Mini-
ster had made that statement knowing
well that he (Mr. Foulkes} was a eon-
siderable landowmer in the disiriet.

The Mintster for Works: Not at all.

Mr, FOULKES: The statement was
apparently made with a view to prejudice
his arcuments. He took exception to the
Minister's remarks, because fthe only
grant given in conmection with improving
the facilities at Cottesloe was one of £300
given last year by the Minister for Works
to eonstruei a road past the Minister's
house. When members oppased the item
for that expeunditure he (Ar. Foulkes)
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had taken ne exception to it on the seore
that the Minister was a landowner in that
distriet; and he now took exeeption to the
Minister’s taunt that the landowners in
the district 'did not contribute to the im-
provements.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Claremont had introduced
the deputation making the request for the
grant of £300, but in view of. the fact
that his (the Minister’s) house was situ-
ated on the road, he had suggested that
the money should be spent on a road
further south, and had left it to the de-
putation to reconsider the matter and
send him their decision. However, this
was the main road from the station to
the heach. The hon. member must have
felt some qualms of conscience in regard
to the arguments he had advanced in
favour of expenditure in Cottesloe, other-
wize le would not have put the interpre-
tation he did on his (the Ministei’s) re-
marks. As an owner of property at Cot-
tesloe he (the DMinister) was prepared
when his property was enhanced in valne
to put his hands in his pocket to help in
the improvements, and he commended that
view to the hon. member.

Alr. Foulkes: We have not seen any
signs of it on your part.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS had
not seen any public spirit on the part of
‘the hon. member in assisting. in improve-
ments in the distriet, unless it was fo get
money from the Government for the pur-
pose. The hon. member had no right in
giving the ex parte statement he had given
without 2 full explanation of the circum-
stances. Tt was not a road that was con-
structed, it was a footpath, and it was on
the opposite side of the road to his (ihe
Minister’s) house. He had asked that it
shonld be on the other side of the road.
The work was very necessary. Many
accidents had oceurred in Forrest-street
prior to the making of the footpath.

Mr. Heilmann : It was nrgently needed.

Amendment (to reduce the item by
£500) put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. - .. 13
Noes .. .. .. 31

Majority against .. 18

[ASSEMBLY.]

Commitiee of Supply.

AYES,
Mr, Butcher Mr. MeDowall
Mr. Collier My. Nanson
Mr. Gourley Mr. Usnderwood
AMr. Heltmann Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman - Mr. Ware
Mr. Floran Mr. Troy
Ar. Hudsen (Teller).
Nous
Mr. Angwin Mr. Keenan
Mr. Barnett Mr. Male
Mr. Bath Mr. Mitckell
Mr. Bolton Mr. Monger
Mr. Carson Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr, Cowcher Mr. 8. F. Moare
Mr. Davies Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Draper Mr. Osborn
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Piesse
Mr. Gorden Mr. Price
Mr. Gregory Mr. Swan
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Taylor
Mr, Hayward Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Hopkins Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Layman
Mr. Johnson (Teiler).

Amendment thus negatived.
- Mr. TROY moved a further amend-
nment—
That the item be reduced by £200.

The PREMIER had already intimated
to the hon. member that the Government
were prepared to accept the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Item, Melbourne Agency, £1,000:

Mr. TNDERWOOD: What became of
this money?

The PREMIER : For rent of the pre-
mises in Collins-street £400 was expended.
In addition there was considerable ex-
penditure in advertising and work of a
similar nature, and also in repewing ex-
hibits sent periodieally to the ageney.
A reduction bad been made on last year's
expenditure in view of the fact that much
of it was preliminary charges that would
not be dehited against it this year.

[Mr. Taylor took the Chair.]

Item. Freights and fares advaneed to
new settlers, £300:

Mz, COLLIER : Tt was understood this
concession was only extended to settlers
from oversea. Free passes were not
granted to residents in the State desirous
of taking up land. It was the practice
some years ago to issue them, but owing

. to abuses the system had been diseon-

tinved. Free passes sbould he granted to
persons genuinely intending to take up
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nd. and in cases wiiere land was selected,
the holders should be refunded the amount
they had paid for railway tickets. One
case which had heen brought vnder bis
notice, showed that a man on the gold-
fields had spent £30 to take drays and
other implements to his block, and bis
endeavonrs to obtain a refund were un-
sneeessful. No greater coneession should
be extended to settlers from vver sea than
to those resident in the State.

The PREMIER: The practice now in
vogue was that, so far as freights were
coneerned, they were not gmiven free to
anvone either inside or outside the Siate,
bui those who received advanees fur that
purpose had to refund the amount within
two wears. So far as railway fares were
concerned, he was agreeable to aceept
the sugwgestion that in cases where selec-
tors had taken up land their actual fares
shonld be refunded.  As to the freight on
horses. efc., the same procedure shonld be
adopted as in the Eastern States where
two years were given in which to refund
the amount advanced for that purpose.

Mr. HEITMANN : There should not he
different treatment meted ouf to the peo-
ple coming from over sea, than to those
who live in the State. YWhy should we
charge our own desirable people fares,
while nndesirable people from other parts
of the world bhad free passes? A elass
of people was coming here which was no
more fitted Lo go on the land, than to fy.
Recently in the Busselton distriet a man
who took up land had been for twenty-
six years a watchmaker in London. He
was put on the land by those “good ser-
vants of the Lands Department.” and
after spending all his capital, amounting
to four or five hundred poands, he had to
throw up his seleciion. His block was no
good. and after spending iwo or three
years upon it with his grown-up sons, he
opened a business in Busselton, and his
sons went to Perth. Every encourage-
ment and faeility should be given to our
own people.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The residents in
the Stale should receive any advantages
granted fo people from outside the State.
In answering a guestion on the subject
some time ago, the Premier said, that no
one from inside the State whe was look-
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ing tor land would get o free pass, ihe
reason being that the privilege previvusly
accorded to them of getling free passes
bad been abused. 1f was now well known
ihat the privilege had heen similarly
abused by people outside the State.

The PREMIER: In future, refunds
would be made in cases where land has
been taken up. Some time ago it was
possible for a man to take up 160 acrev
of land for £1. A would-be selecter
might travel all over the country, have the
services of a guide for a week ov lwo,
and aithongh e did not iu the end tale
up the land. lie was granted free railway
pusses. The privilege was so abused thaf
i had to be stopped. but it mizht be safe-
wuarded now by making a stipuolation that
in the event of the selector taking up land,
the railway fares would be refunded.

Mr. HETTMANYN: That was not the
point put foeward.  Free passes were nol
objected to, but the question was whether
the same facilities would be given to our
own people as to those who eame from
ather parts.

The Premicr: Equal opportunities will
be given to all.

Mr. HETTMANXN: Our own peoplu
shonld be placed on the same footing ax
those coming from abroad.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Those
who came from ouiside the State had
money advanced to them in order to pay
their passuge on the steamboats, whicl
were not controlled by the State. Thev
had, however, to give a promissory note
to refund the whole amount. The settler
from within the State was in a mueh
hetter position, for if he took up land.
he had his raibway fare returned to him.
Surely he was in a much stronger position.
as be had all his outlay returned, than the
man who came from abroad, and had to
repay the passage money advanced to
him.

Mr. HORAN: What had beeome of the
lady who arrived in the State a few
months ago with a great flonrish of trum-
pets and who took up land at Denmark?
She was given a free pass and and was
entertained hospitably by the Government.
There was some talk of champagne, and
it was understood that she lived at the
Palace hotel at the cost of the State.
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The PREMIER: So far as champagne
was concerned, if any were purchased,
it must have been by the member himself,
for at all events none had heen dehited
against the Government. The lady
arrived under the auspices of the House-
holders’ League. She took a great faney
o the South-Western portion of the State
near Denmark, and took up two or three
blocks, but unfortunaiely she became wun-
well, and had since returned to her rela-
fives in England.

Ttem, Land Guides, £3,500:
Mr. UNDERWOOD moved—
That the item be reduced by £1.500.

Eeonoimy could be effected with advantaze
to the Siate in this item, as for the money
spent in that dirvection the State did not
receive anything like fair value. Several
cases had oceurred where the ounides had
travelled with would-be settlers and shown
them no land exeept that already falien up.
Many of the guides did not konow tlie
eountry they went over. In one mnstince,
at Jarrahwood, a guide took a wman oov
the eountry, and showed him land; {his
was applied for and the man took his
tamily down to the site and made av-
rangements to settle there, but after going
to all that expense, he was informed that
his application could not he approved,
beeause it was timber country, and the
land would not be available vntil the tim-
ber was eut off it. In other cases the
land guides had failed to show people
anything at all, and in one instance a
land guide had informed him that he
knew of no land witlhin 20 miles of the
railway where a man could satisfactorily
seitle. Yet a preat amount of money was
expended in paying that guvide to take
people round and to show them what he
knew to be unsuitable land. There were
several of thefe gnides who could not he
trusted in the bush by themselves. We
had an  assurance that the Premier
intended to introduce a system of survey
before selection. Onee he did that, land
guides would no longer be necessary. If
the land was surveyed the land agent in
the district where the land was enunld
direct the people to the land. The item
should be struck out entirely: but several
members conzidered it necessary to have
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some guides until the new system was in
torce. and in consideration of the wishes
of those members he proposed to move
that the amount be reduced by £1,500.

The Premier: Seven months have
ulready passed.

My, UNDERWOOD : The Premier
conld not have spent half of the money
already. If that had been donre he could
do away with land gunides for the remain-
ing five months. Hundreds of bloeks of
Iand had been faken up without the as-
sistance of gnides, and he knew of hun-
dreds of people who had gone out with
gnides who had failed to show them any
land. He knew of guides alsn who owned
wany bloeks of land which were for sale,
and who lad fold the people that they
kinew the owners of these blocks. Of
course they lunew the owners and knew
them well. Altogether a great deal of
money had been nselessly expended on
tand gnides.

Mr. ANGWIN: There was somne reason
for complaints ahout the manner in which
land guides carried out their duties. A
number of the guides were not particular
abeut the stalements they made fo the
peuple they were taking round. Many
people had heen led astray by wrong
statements made by the guides, and these
people afterwards had to ask to he re-
leased becanse they had taken np land
on statemenis wrongly made by the gnides.
A gentleman had recently taken up land
beyond Kojonup, ahd he was told by the
emide that the extension of the railwav in
the district was under consideration, Such
a line had never even heen mentioned in
the House. Agnin, it was fonnd even on
the spectal settlement whieh the Minister
for Agrieulture opened a few months
ago where no land had been thrown open
for selection, that two people went out
the other day and found the land guides
pointing out blocks that were already
held, as heing open for selection. A few
days ago he (Mr. Angwin) =sont a well-
known gentleman. who had held the posi-
fion at Fremantle as chairman of the
roads hoard, in the direction of Denmark.
He was taken in hand by a guide who
had been in the country only a few weeks,
and eame back disgusted, and stated he
could get no information about the land.
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The system adopted with yezard to guides
was guing to do the State more harm than
goud. We should be very careful, if we
wished the Stale to advanee in a proper
manver. that those entrusted with the
task of taking people out, should tell the
truth in regard to the various heldings.
For the reasous he had given it was his
intention to support the proposal to rve-
duce the vote,

The PREMIER: With regurd to the
remarks of the memher for Tast Fre-
mantle, he was aware there were nceasions
~when tand gmides had not enrried out their
duties in a way we should like them
to do.  As far as Denmark was concerned,
he had issued instructions that intending
settlers should not be taken there at the
present time.

Mr. dagwin: T said in the direction of
Denmark.

The PREMIER : Until the land at Den-
mark had been surveyed he did not want
people to go down there. Tt was not
possible for the department to throw that
land open for the next month or two.
There was no advantage in people going
down there to inspect the locality at the
present {hwe. So far as land guides were
concerned, as he had already stated, M.
Fox, who was o thorough bushman and
an experienced surveyor, had heen ap-
peinted to go into the question with a
view of remedying the existing state of
affaire. Tt was difficult to get men with
experience to aet as gmider. M. Fox
would report as to whether it would be
advisable to continue .the system in force
at the present time. by paving certain
fees, or whether it wounld be hetter in
certain districts to engage reliable men
as permanent, guides. A considerable
amauni of money had been expended in
the past on land guides, and some of these
had wasted the time of ihe would-he selce-
tor. and involved the department in a ceen-
siderable amount for extra fees. But it
was absolutely necessary fo have land
guides. As far as the question of survey
before selection was eoncerned, that had
been introduced, though, as he had already
explained, it wonld take a considerable
time before the system could be adopted
in its entirety. Tf it were possibie at the
present time he would say close up all the
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unsurveved land: thal, however, would
stop settlement, and there was no desive
to do that. As far as new areas were
coneerned, it was proposed to elassify
that area of twu million aeres which had
heen reported on by Surveyor Terry. At
the present time, however, it was impos-
sible to earry on the elassifieation work
there owing to the dry nature of the coun-
try. He had no desire to see seltlers
take up land any distanee from the rail-
way. when there was no possibility of
speeess resulting. He recently dissuaded
spme men Trom faking up land 48 miles
from the railway. and pointed out there
was no liketibood of their waking it a
snecess. Il should not be the policy to
eneonrage men to take up land where thow
were not likely to he successful. That
was the danger that existed so far as sume
of the guides were concerned and some
intending seitlerzs had {o be protected
against themselves. They took up land
of poor guality with the result that when
they made application for assistance io
the Agricultural Bank, the insnector who
ha inspected the land did not consider
that it was advisable to recommend the
bank to make any advance. TWhen the
department carried ont the policy of sur-
vey before selection in its entivety, the
positian would he that the bank would he
able to put a certain value on the block,
and that value would be the one which
would he aceepted by the bank; so that
on cvery bloek thrown apen we would
then be in the position to say how much
the bank would advance on those blocks.
A man would then see a block and satisfy
himself as to whether he was likely to
make & home there, and he would know
how mueh the bank would advance on it.
He hoped members would not press for
the reduction of the item. The Govern-
ment were making the closest inquiry into
the matter, and in view of the faet hat
survey before selection was practically
only in its infancy, no peint could be
gained.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Having heard the
explanation of the Premier, that it was
intended to deal with the matter thor-
oughly, he felt inelined to withdraw the
ntotion tentatively. But still he was of
the opinion that a considerable saving:
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could be made in this item if it were at-
tended to. He hoped the Minisier would
attend to the matter. By pennission of
the Committee he would withdraw the
amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

ftem, Incidental, including postage,
stationery, travelling, transport, adver-
tising, rent, etcetera, £10,000;

Mr. DRAPER: The Committee should
be given some information with reference
to the expenditure which was covered by
the item of £10,000 for incidentals. It
was frecquently urged by the man in the
street that all that was required was

economy in administration, and it was an

enasy cotmnent for a man to make who did
not know much of what was going on.
It was only on an oecasion like the pre-
sent that members had some opporiunity
of petting at the actual expenditure of

departments whieh was inenrred inei-
dentally. If any business man wanted to

mnke a suecess of his business he must
look after the incidental expenses. The
item in question applied apparently to
postage and stationery; but it was found
in the Estimates that altogether there was
£132,000 provided for ineidental ex-
penges. In asking for information on
this pnint he was only voieing the desive
of several members. Tf there was any
economy which could be praetised in ad-
minmstration, whieh was not praetised at
the present time, it would probably be
found that it ecould be praetised as far
as ineidental expenses were concerned.
The PREMIER: As was shown on the

[istimates, this item ineluded postage,
stationery, travelling, transport, adver-

tising, rent, and the like, travelling allow-
ances and officers’ railway fares and
freights. It included all the railway
fares provided free to intending settlers,
for which the Lands Department had to
pay the Railway Department. All these
were defraved from this partienlar vote.
It inclnded all the land agencies’ expendi-
ture—an expenditure covering a large
number of land agencies throughout the
State. It incladed horse and trap hire
also. The vote was eut down to its nar-
rowest Jimits. With the member who had
just resumed his seat he realised the neces-
sity for keepifg a watchinl eye on this
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particular expenditure, and the officers of
the department had been given striet in-
junctions with regard to it. Still, to en-
courage people to go on the land entailed
a considerable expenditure. The fact
that during the last six months the total
area of land taken up equalled, or nearly
equalled, the amount taken up in the pre-
ceding 12 nionths was an evidence that
the department was very aetive in this
direetion. As far as this particular vote
was coneerned it could not well be re-
duced.

Mr. BATH : Attention had heen called
to this item in previous Estimates. As
painted out by the member for West
Perth, no less a sum than £132,000 was
vepresented in ineidentals. IE was equal
to five per eent. of the total expenditure
to which the State was commitied. That
there was a possibility of effecting econ-
omy here would he recognised by mem-
bers in view of the fact that no oppor-
fumity was given of disenssing the details
m this partieular item. Hon. members
had no knowledge of how the monev was
disbursed. Members had to be conient
with the information that it was to cover
ineidentals, ineluding postage, stationery.
eteetera. He had found that frequently
requests were subinitted by officers for new
furniture and fittings, whereas in all
probabilify, in other departments of the
Government there would be foand furni-
ture available for transference. The fact
that there was no effective conirol over
this and other items of the class might
easily lead to extravagance. This ifem
represented uearly 10 per cent. of the
vate in whieh it was ineluded.  Clearly,
the grealest vigilanee was needed io see
that it did not grow, C

Mr. JACOBY: TIi was peculiar that
the ilem was always spent to the last
penny. The department was always able
to expend the full amount passed under
this item. It led to the suspicion that
there was an endeavour to spend every
penny of the amount rather than to save
it. Now that the attention of the Gov-
ernnment had been drawn to it, the money
to be voted under the item might be more
jealously watched. He would like to hear
from the Premier whether the amount
was spent under Ministerial authority.
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The PREMIER: A considerable pro-
portion of the amount was spent under
Ministerial authority. At the same time
a furiher considerable amount was spent
in allowances under the public service
regulation; that was to say, travelling
allowances provided for by regulation
utnder the Public Service Act. These
allowanees varied to some extent with the
vocation of the officers employed. In
the case of surveyors stationed beyond a
certain meridian of longitude, they re-
eeived a higher allowance than when in
more temperate parts of the State. The
whole of the travelling allowances were
controlled by the public serviee regula-
tion. As he had said, there did not ap-
pear to be much prospect of reducing
the item in view of the fact that the de-
partment was so active at the present
time in the work of land setilement.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

My. DRAPER: The information asked
for had not yet been obtained; possibly
it was his own fault for having neglected
to give the Premier notice of the question.
The information he desired was as to
what would be the amount spent on each
of the details mentioned in this item of
incidentals. It might be a small thing, but
he had frequently noticed the quality of
stationery used in Government depart-
menis. It was of far more expensive a
quality than any husiness firm, no matter
how prosperous, would dream. of using.
He mentioned this simply to show thaf
possibly economies could be effected in
this direction. He intended to ask this
same question npon each of the other
items, so that, if possible, hon. members
might have some opportunity of check-
ing expenditure in this regard. A busi-
ness man dissatisfied with his turnover in
a year would at onee look fo see what
economies could he elfected, and would
ask his accouniani o show-.him all the
items of expendiiure. In the same way,
if the Guvernment desired to cut dowu the
cost of administration—and he had no
doubt of their sincerity in this respect—
they would be in a better position to do
it if fuller opportunity were given to
hon. members for criticism of the various
items.

H)
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The Premier: You must remember
that the work is inereasing.

Mr. DRAPER: That might be so.
What be wished to ask for was wformna-
tion in eonbection with this item of
£10,000 for incidentals.

Mr, NANSON: It would assist the Com-
mittee if the Government could supply
a detailed list of the expenditure under
this heading in the preeceding financial
yveat. The information could probably
be supplied in regard to other depart-
nients.

The PREMIER: In future an endea-
vour would be made to bave this item dis-
sected, so that members might bé in pos-
session of the information required.

Vote (as reduced to £104,967) put
and passed.

Vote—Foods and Forests, £8,755:

My, JACOBY: We should have recog-
mised the danger of allowing the depletion
of our forest resources to continue with-
out any thought of the future; and as
we had great possibilities of establishing
forests, not only of woods indigenons to
Australia, but of woods from Enrope and
clsewhere, it was time thoroughly com-
preliensive steps were taken to place the
deparliment on a proper footing, and the
first thing unecessary was the appoint-
ment of a qualified Conservator of For-
ests.  We new used an enormous amount
of timber for frnit eases and had to send
to Enrope for it in increasing quantities
every year, when we lLad every oppor-
tunity in the State for growing a suitable
timber.  Probably 300,000 fruit cases
would be used this year, costing £12,000
to £14,000, and the demand for the tim-
ber was growing rapidly. Tt had been
proved that suitable tinber for Ffruit
eases could be grown to the fullest advan-
tage in the State. In South Australia
extensive experiments had been carried
vut with highly satisfactory results. The
fimber grown as an experiment in South
Australin when ent bhad a marketable
value of £200 an acre, representing a
gress return of £10 per aere per annum
sinee the forest was planted; and as the
maiutenanee of the forest was very small,
it was an excellent return for the outlay.
In that State they were now using por-
tions of the forest for supplying fruit
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cases and for other purposes of that
nature, Last year in Victoria a pine
forest had been sold for £360 per aere to
an orchardist who wanted the wood for
fruit cases. These fipures showed that
there could be no expenditure for which
there could be greater justification than
expenditure for establishing pine forests
in this. State. Fven hetter timbers than
those already iested could be established.
The Government had wade a start on an
exceedingly small scale, and it was re-
grettable that the experimental farm was
so far away in the South-Wesi of the
State. 1t was a iistake also to see land
devoted to the purpose that could be
better devated to other purposes. Waste
lands would be more suitable for pine
forests. It was a mistake te clear for the
purpose land already heavily timbered.
There was an area of land he considered
snitable for the purpose extending from
the Yanchep Caves to the Moore River.
This land could be ecleared for a small
sum, and should be suitable for planta-
tions of this nature. It was no use pui-
ting down 100 acres. We should put
down 300 or 400 acres each year if we
wished to cater for the demand whick
wonld arise for this class of tunber in
vears to come. 1t was pleasing to see
that the Covernment had reversed their
deeision not to give ornamental trees fo
the people in the State.  There was no
greater asset to the State than the im-
proved appearance of the couniryside
that must follow the extensive planting
of ornamental trees on rural homesteads.
S0 mueh so  was that recogpised in
Canada, that the Canadian Government
took extraordinary means to influence
farmers to plant useful and ornamental
trees; they even went so far as to offer
prizes for those who achieved the great-
eet sneeess in this direction. The Govern-
ment siopped this system of granting
irees some time ago, but he was glad to
see the old system was again resorted to,
Some economy was possible in this de-
partment, although the amount involved
was not very great; still an instance was
bronglit ander his notice where two in-
speetovs of the department were in one
district at the same time. One went round
collecting the rvovalties on timber ecut
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by the mills, and the other collected royal-
ties on timber cut by the hewers. It was
surprising that the officers in charge of
these men should be so lax in their duties
as to allow such a state of affairs to exist.
It was to be hoped the Government would
seviously take in hand the extension of
the pine plantations, and at the same time
there wight also be an extension of plan-
tations of our own native timbers. The
management of the department should be
placed in the bands of a thoroughly
qualified eonservator.

Mr. NANSON: The Minister should
not confine his attention to planting soft
woads in the southern parts of the State;
be should also experiment concerning the
suitability for the timber of the sandy
country in the northern portion of the
country. A small experiment in  this
direction could be made at the Chapman
experimental farm, Some 10 acres could
be planted, and if it were afterwards
found, as there was every likelihood that
it would be, that the experiment was a
suecess, the planting could be extended
in that part of the State. It it were sue-
eessful it would be a great thing for the
country, as there were tens of thousands
of acres of land there most suitable for
the purpose. He was not wedded to the
idea of making the experiment at the
Chapman farm, but he had suggested
that site as there would be plenty of
supervision for the plantation and he-
cause, as the funds of the farm showed
a considerable eredit balance, they could
well afford to de the work there.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : There was but
little room for eriticism with regard to
items in this department. The membher
for Swan (Mr. Jacoby) had mentioned a
case where the duties of the inspeetors
had overlapped. No doubt that bad
oceurred, but now, as it had been brought
under the notice of the Minister, there
was no likelihood of its recurrence. He
desired to refer briefly to the remarks
of the Minister, in dealing with the Land
Estimates just previously to the Christ-
mmas adjournment, when he said he was
endeavouring to get information as to
cut-out timber areas, and the applications
made by residents of the mills to have
the areas thrown open. Some seven or
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eight wenks ago he had pul a motion vu
the Notice Paper with regard to this
matter, and although it was not pro-
bable that it would be reached this ses-
ston, siill, he hoped the Premier would,
if possible, secure ihe information de-
sired. The Premier had also referred to
the faect that industrial peace was once
more secured in this important industry,
and expressed the hope that these happy
relations would continue. Every mem-
ber hoped the same, for largely bound up
with the successful working of the indus-
try and ils development was the main-
tenance of industrial peace. Very often
too much power was given to the eonees-
sionaires of timber lands. It would be
interesting to find out the area of country
held by Millars’ Company and the other
large companies operating on timber
areas. He would he able to provide the
Premier with instances where applications
had been lodged for cui-out timber areas,
but which had not been paid attention
to, or were refused. There was good land
on some of the timber mills, and there
were many people desirous of making a
permanent home upon it. In one instance
a townsite was swrveyed some 12 months
ago, bui up to now those resident in the
loeality eould not obtain a block. It was
found that the Crown Law authorities
advised the Government that there was no
chance of throwing those .areas open.
Therefore, outside competition was pre-
vented. Withont doubt the company
operating there had altogether too much
power. The export of hardwoods from
this State for the year 1907 was of the
value of £501.393, while in 1908 it was
£564,000. All must recognise that these
were very important fipures. When one
inquired into the question it was found
that Tndia, in  pardicular, and South
America were the largest buyers of our
hardwoods. New Zealand was third on
the list as a buyer of our produets, and
in dealing with the New Zealand and
Indian orders he hoped to make out some
case for the large body of workers en-
gaged in the eco-operative eoncession in
the Collie distriet. With regard io this
question it was found that tbe flora and
fauna reserve had heen reserved for State
purposes. The Premier was aware that
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the opinion existed stroogly in the State
that it was about time thai the Govern-
ment reserved all available land for their
own use. e must recognise that the
large areas granted in the past bad been
rapidly eut out, and that the State should
now conserve the timber as much as pos-
sible. We should, however, make special
efforts to find an area of country for
those 340 timber workers in fhe
Collie district to opernte on. They
were anxious that some portion of
the 135,000 acres of the flora and
fauna reserve sheuld be {hrown open.
During the last twelve months the
area granted in c¢onnection with saw-mill-
ing permits amounted to 43,800 acres,
and when the Government eould go to
the extent of granting those permits, they
should at the present junciure give some
consideration to the 340 workers at Collie.
The facts of the case of {hese men were
these, They secured an area of 17,000
acres, and they had certainly contributed
a preat deal to the revenne of this Stafe.
It was found that the total quantity of
timber produced by those men approxi-
mated 23,000 loads. The royalty of 2s.
6d. per load paid by them had amounted
to £2875. The licences per head per
annum of £1 10s. had given £495, and ap-
proximately the inspection fees had
totalled £6553; or in all, £4,020, Tt must be
recognised too that these men had demon-
strated their ability o enter the market
as competitors, and they had for the
last three or four years seen that indus-
trial peace had existed, and had gone on
developing the industry, and that portion
of the distriet in whieh they were work-
ing. It should be reeognised also that
they had established their own store,
with a turnover of £14,000 per annum,
and when it was seen ihat they had only
about 4 per cent. of the area that others
had, and contributed 20 per cent. to the
revenue, it would be admitted that they
were deserving of extra special considera-
tion from the present or any other Gov-
ernment that might be in power. In the
firzt place, these men were sapplied with
451h. rails which had been laying for 20
vears on the Brunswick to Bunbury line,
and the Co-operative Company entered
into an arrangement to replace these with
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65lb. rails. It was a handsome deal for
the Government; the meu had paid their
“old seore and had added four miles
of railway since,  They had done their
duty not only to the distriet they resided
in, but had done their duty to the Gov-
ernment, and had demonstrated that they
were ahle to compete with the larger eom-
panies, provided they were given eoun-
try to operate in. Now they had gone to
the New Zealand and Indian warkets,
and if there was a body of workers who
deserved encouragement, it was these men
- who had fought against adverse eirenru-
stances, and had eome out on top. He
hoped the Premier would give a little more
definite reply to these men, and that in the
near tuture the small eompany would be
able fo increase their forees to a thousand
or even fwo thounsand, beeause every mem-
ber in the Chamber would agree that
while those men were there and were ahle
to make those profite for themselves, they
certainly provided a guarantee that the
eondifions would be maintained by other
ecompanies which would be fair to all
the workers in the industry. If there was
one thing the State desired to avoid, it

was strikes; and he ventured to say that’

if the co-operative system was encouraged,
there would he an end to industrial dis-
putes in the State. He rose only for
the purpose of pointing out that past
Governmenls had made great mistakes
by handing over too mueh of the timber
areas. He was ool going fo condemn the
present Government, hecanse he recog-
nised that to get the timher industry es-
tablished, it was necessary to give away
large tracts of eountry, but it was found
that at the present lime we were forced
into the position thal we had practieally
no timber lands to operate on outside the
flora and fauna reserve. On the Prestan
Valley area, there was ne more eountry
wilh the exception of one bloek of 10,000
acrez,  In looking through the Railway
Commissioner’s report, he found the Com-
missioner stated there was a reserve of
17.000 acres af Nannup. He applied ten
weeks ago for the report of ihe inspeetor
on ithat particular area. hecause he was
led tn helieve not only by ihe people in
the district, but by going through it him-
self, that there was very little timber on
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the reserve. Side by side with that faet,
we had in the Nanunp Railway disteiet
Bartram & Song’ eoncession of something
like 100,000 acres. The latest develop-
ment was that Bartram & Sons were not
going to operate on that particular area.
There had been an area of 44,000 acres
lying idle on whiel the labour eonditions
had not been fulfilied in the Kirrap dis-
trict, and Bartram and Sons were going
to operale there and let the other remain
idle. if that was the ease the
Treasurer would have a sorry tale to
tell the House when le was dealing
with  the  Nanmup Railway. He
desired  to  menltion a pet project
of his which in his opinion the Gov-
ernment should take on, and that was the
establishment of a State sawmill. That
might seem impossible te some members,
but he hLad only to point out that in almost
every branch of enterprize it had been
possible to show that the State eould eom-
pete with others, and that a set of con-
ditions could be laid down which would
be a good thing for private employers
to tollow, He had before him a re-

port  on  the State sawmill in New
Zeanland, but  while he could not
give many  details in  connecition with
that  mill, he held the opinion that
if we had a State sawmill established
on the florn and fauna  reserve,
it  wonid ,be possible to put up

snch a veeord with figures in conneefion
with the working of that mill by which
they would gauge the work of the indus-
try throunghout the south-western portion
of the State. A sorry feature of the
timher industry in the past had been the
faet that industrial disputes had heen
prominent, and it was likely they would
oceur again. If a proper estimate had
been placed on the timher arveas in the
first place fhere would not have been so
mneh  frielion, and  the emplovers
would not  have been x0 grasping.
In the Commonwealth Year Book would
be found a veference to the forests of
Western  Australia, whieh were there
spoken of as being Nature’s gifts and de-
serving of jealous conservation. He
agreed with that. and he thought it was
time that the State launched cut on its
own account in respect to the saw-milling
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indusiry. Tf the Stale were to start even
on a small scale it ecould demonstrate
that at least a faiv living wage eould he
paid in the industry and a counsiderable
saving made in the timber. TIn New Zea-
land they had estabished a State sawmill
on the main trunk railway in the North
Istand. where 32 men were producing the
whole of the timber required by the Gov-
ernment  wogether with & considerable
quantity for sale to customers. It was
warthy of the consideration of the Gov-
ernment, and he trusted that the next
Estimales would contain a sum for the
establishment of a  State saw-mill. Tt
must be recognised that the expori of
hardwoods oversea, which now reached
half-a-million pounds. eould not he taken
mueh forther.

The Premier: We do not want {o go
muech further.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN was pleased to hear
that Lrom the Premier. He was sorry that
the Premier, although he had not then as
mueh power as he had to-day. had not
taken zome action a few vears ago. Had
he done zo perhaps to-day they would not
have had the forests in their present de-
nuded comlition. He hoped the Premier
would look inte this question and, cun-
sistent with the State’s interests, con-
serve sufficient for State snpplies and for
the purpoze ol getfing sleepers for all
new Jines. The Premier mighi also try
to do something for (he large body of
men who had been operating so success-
fully by giving them a fresh area for their
labonrs, It was of no use putting them on
an inferior paich or on to a small area.
They had been extending, they had their
railway line and their plant, and they had
the ahility to demonstrale their capacity
for further exiension. He ithoughi the
Government should at the earliest possible
moment take into consideration the pro-
jeet of miving to this company a new
area, sulficiently large to ensure employ-
meni for the next three or four years.

Mre. MeDOWALL: Some information
was desired in conneclion with the Cool-
gardie timber reserve. A liftle bime ago
a point 25 miles along the Widgemooitha
railway had been fixed as the boundary of
the Coolgardie reserve for timber for the
loeal mines. For ecutling tinber within
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the 28 wiles o man bhad been fined £25 but,
strange to say, within a very short period
of thai, the avea was curtailed io 25 miles,
Had the undawful timber-cutting incident
been deferred for a few days the axeman
would not have been liable to u fine. ITe
(Mr. MeDowall) was not worrying about
either the fine or the individual. The
point on which he desired an explanation
was a8 {o why the thober avea for the
Coolgardie mines had been  interfered
with, 1t had been stated on excellent
authority that from 18 te 25 miles, the
timber had actually been cut oat so far
as Lhe Coolgardie reserve was eoncerned;
consequently by bringing the distance
back to 23 miles the timber was being
saerificed to the Boulder and other mines.
He had been further informed that this
had heen done without anybody having
an opportunity of protesting against it;
that it had been done without applieation-
from the Chamber of Mines and
even without the forest ranger knowing
anything of it. There was another phase
of the question. One pamed Connolly,
aeltually before the reserve was curtailed,
lad talked about putting in a siding at
the 25-mile. It really looked as if
Connolly kad had some inside informa-
tion.  As a matter of faet the siding had
ginee heen put in, and it was o get some
explanation of this from ihe Minister tor
Lands that he (Mr. MeDowall) had
brought the matter up. He trusted that
that explanation would be fortheoming as
it was really a serious matier so far as
the Coulgardie {imber reserve was con-
cerned. Certain eontraets had heen en-
tered into to supply mines in and avound
Coolgardie with timber, the contractors
helieving that they had the right to cut
the timber From this reserve, In con-
sequence ol this action on the part of the
department the timber would in a shoet
period be so depleted that it would be
absolufely lmpossible for these conlractors
te complete their eontracts and, in con-
sequence, they would have to forfeit their
deposils.  Possibly the Prowier could
explain (his maiter to the satisfaction of
all.

The PREMIER had listened with a
considerable amount of interest to the
cemarks made by members in connection
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with this important department and
more especially to the remarks of the
member for Forrest who had a practicel
knowledge of the subject. He (the
Premier) realised the great national ssset
the State hed in its forests and the abso-
lute necessity that existed to see that
they were not abused in any way. He
thought the Government might be given
some credit for having introduced the
system of saw-milling permits as against
the leasing system which had been in
existence prior to the advent of the
Government. The leases had been for
21 years, and by simply having a mill
capable of cutting a certain amount once
& month the lessees were enabled to hold
their areas. Under the existing system
& certain area was reserved in proportion
to the saw-milling capacity of the plant
to give it a life of ten years. Every two
‘years a certain area having been cut up,
it again reverted to the Crown, and so on,
until the whole of the area was cut up ;
so all the land reverted to the Crown. It
was proposed that this land should be
constituted a timber reserve in per-
petuity ; that was where there was no
good land in the area. Generally the
best jarrah was found on the ironstone
country not suited for anything but
fruit-growing or vine-growing. ln re-
gard to the position of Conservator of
Forests applications had been received
but the men who applied were not quali-
fied, in the opinion of the Public Service
Commissioner, or the Gowvernment, to
carry out the functions of that important
position. There were men who were
orchardists, and others who had been in
charge of botanical parks, and things of
that sort ; but we were not able to secure
that happy combination, a man with a
knowledge of forestry and at the same
time some business knowledge. It was
advisable to increase the area under soft-
woads. No doubt in the near future
there would be a big demand for softwoods
for fruit cases and such like. The year
before last a pinus insignis, grown at
Hamel, had been cut after eight years’
growth and produced 44 cases, evidence
that there was every likelihood that the
experiment would prove successful. A
considerable area of pinus insignis had
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been put down in the neighbourhood of
Hamel, while some hundreds of acres had
been cleared and made ready for planting
at Ludlow. The area could be increased,
and it would be in the interests of the
State if other areas were put down in
various fruit-growing districts.

Mr. Jacoby: There are better pines
than the pinus insignis.

The PREMIER : There were none so
rapid-growing and so hardy. Of various
pines planted near Bunbury, when Mr.
Ednie Brown was Conservator of Forests,
the pinus insignis was the only class that
could stand up without being watered
in the early stages of planting. Though
there were better classes of timber, the
pinus insignis was the most economiocal
to plant. There was no reason why the
experiment should not be extended
further North, more especially on lands
adjacent to railways, so that there would
be no trouble in regard to transporting
the sticks to market. In South Aus-
tralia, he believed, they simply sold the
sticks and the mill-owners cut the timber
up and sold it at so much a log. The
information required by the member for
Forrest could be supplied in regard to
cut-out timber areas and land held by
various companies. Last year a return
was presented and the arcas had not
varied much since then. The return
was in regard to areas held under what
was known as concession, and those
held under timber lease under Section
96 of the Regulations repealed by the
fast amending Act. In regard to not
being able to secure certain land owing
to its being adjacent to a mill site, under
the provisions of the Act the mill-owners
had an exclusive right to within 20 or 30
chains of the mill site. In this case, if
mill owners refused permission, the Gov-
ernment intended to subdivide another
portion between Worsley and Lunenberg.

Mr. O’ Loghlen : It would be advisable
to get that permission before eny ex-
penditure on surveying.

The PREMIER : Yes ; he had written
in connection with this. The hon. mem-
ber had referred to an important matter
that had engaged the attention of the
co-operative hewers. It was a rather
difficult matter because the hon. member
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wiust realise it was only recently that he
was one of the deputation that impressed
the necessity forthe Government'smaking
reserves for railway purposes in close
proximity to railway lines. One realised
that where a large number of men had
been steadily engaged, and apparently
successfully, in an industry, it would not
be to the advantage of the State to dis-
eourage them in either operations ; but
the reserve they were interested in was
one set apart in the early days, known as
the Flora and Faune reserve, the only

portion of which had been alienated being’

20,000 acres leased some three or four
vears ago. The chief forest ranger had
been asked to make a recommendation
in connection with the matter, to see
whether we could make an area available
for these timber workers, because it
would be a serious matter to interfere
with them. If it was possible to secure
an area in close proximity to a railway
he was prepared to do what he could to
assist in this direction. One could not
agree with the hon. member that there
was need for a State sawmill at present.
Providing we were able to secure our-
selves from competition so far as sleepers
were concerned—and we did that by
making reserves—the matter of a State
sawmill did not seem wvery urgent at
present.  If the need arose, il there was
any combination or agreement between
the millers, then as long as we had the
reserve we would be in a position to start
our own sawmills ; but until that need
arose there was no great necessity for
adopting the hon. member’s suggestion.
In regard to the matter mentioned by
the member for Coolgardie he must trust
to his memory. The area beyond the
28-mile post from Coolgardie was and
had heen used mostly by private wood
contractors ; but at the time of the
timber strike a certain portion of the
area had been excluded from the Cool-
gardie reserve to give an oppertunity for
private contractors to carry on if neces-
sary. There was abscolutely no timber
South of the 28-mile post. There was
any amount of timber between 25-mile
cand Coolgardie, all that woukl be re-
quired by the mines in that district for
many yvears. The timber was particu-
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larly dne, and the people of Coolgardie
need have no fears that there would be a
shortage of firewood for a considerable
time to come. Possibly he would be able
to give the member for the district
additional information privately on the
matter. He realised thoroughly the
great asset we had in our timber ; yet,
while he hoped the industry would keep
on flourishing, he was not desirous of
seeing it extend, so far as foreign trade
was concerned. We did not want to be
faced with the position existing in New
South Wales, where practically all the
sleeper country was cut out.  Provided
we could secure cinployment for all the
men engaged in the industry at the pre-
sent time, that was all we need do.

Item, Forest Rangers, £2,670:

Mr. COLLTER : There was a woad-
cutter’s licence of one shilling per month,
and the practice in the past had been for
the companies to inform the forest ranger
of the number of men they had cutting
for them and to pay the amount in.
Of his own knowledge the forest ranger
had no idea of the number of men em-
ployed, but he had to take the word of
the companies. He (Mr. Collier) had
received very reliable information to the
eflect that the sum of one shilling per
man per month had not been paid by the
companies, and that the returns issued
were much short of the actual number.
Tt would be almost impossible for the
ranger to scour the bush in order to
ascertain exactly how many men were
employed, but the fact remained that
the Xurrawang Company employed
from 600 to 7.0, and the other two

companies from 200 to 300 each. He
had been informed that the pay-
ments were much less than they

should be, and it behoved the depart-
ment to see whether steps could not be
taken to have a better check upon the
companies, and so make sure that ope
shilling per month for the licence was
paid for every man engaged in the work.

The PREMIER: The department
might take the powers they possessed
under the regulations to inspect the books
of the mills ; if that were done a check
would be provided. He would make a
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note of the matter and cause inquiries to
be made.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.57 p.m.

Aegislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 7th Janwary, 1909.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and rvead prayers.

QUESTION — SEWERAGE FILTER
BEDS, CLAISEBROOK.

Mr. SWAN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has Mr. Davis certified that
the filler beds at Claisebrook will act?
2, If not, is the Minister personally satis-
fied on this point? 3, If so, on whose
judgment does he base his opinion?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, No, Mr. Davis only acted as
adviser to the Government in the prepara-
tion of the scheme when he approved the
general design and site of the filter beds.
2 and 3, The Engineer-in-Chief 'is of the
opinion  that the filters will act satis-
factorily. Fhe reasons given, in my
opinion, support this view,

QUESTION — QOVERNMENT JMAR-

KETS, PERTH.
Mr. GILL asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Is it his intention to com-
ply with the request of the market gar-
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P.C. O’ Loughlin.

deners for the establishment of open
markeis in Perth4

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied: Representations in this connection
have been made to the municipal anthori-
ties within whose province it should be
to provide facilities of this nature. I am
now awaiting their determination in the
matter.

QUESTION—DAIRY HERDS, CON-

TROL.

Mr. GILL asked the Premier: Is it his
intention to make the necessary provision
this session for the transferring of the
dairy herds from the Health to the Stock
Department?

The PREMIER replied: The inspec-
tion of dairy herds is now being carried
out by the Stock Department.

QUESTION — LOAN AUTHORISA-

TIONS, CORRESPONDENCE.
Mr. WALKER asked the Colonial

Treasurer: Has he any objection to lay-
ing on ihe Table of the House all the cor-
respondence between his department and
the - Auditor General relating lo Loan
Authorisations as referred to on page
123 of the Aunditor General’s last report?

The TREASURER replied: I have no
objection.

QUESTION — POLICE CONSTABLE
OLOUGHLIN’S DISMISSAL.
Mr. HORAN asked the Premier: Has
he any objeetion to iaying upon the Table
of the House all papers in conneetion
with the appointment, punishment, and

subsequent dismissal from the Police
Force of E. O’Longhlin?
The PREMIER replied: No; hut I

shall be glad if the hon. member will move
in the usual way for the papers; the
motion will be treated as formal and can
come on immediately. " If he likes, the
hon. member can see the papers at my |
office.

Mr. Iforan: Very well.



